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Minutes 

 
Regular Meeting of the City of Amity City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 3, 2020 in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 109 Maddox, Amity, Oregon. 

 
Councilors Present 
Councilor Ryan Lehman, Councilor Jenna Goings, Councilor Robert Andrade, Councilor Sandy McArthur and 
Mayor Michael Cape 

 
Councilors Absent 
Councilor Nicholas Wilkinson and Councilor Napua Rich 

 
Staff Present 
City Treasurer/Recorder Natasha Johnson and City Administrator Mike Thomas 

 
CONSENT AGENDA: Mayor Cape moved New Business items J, K, L, M and N to the end of the meeting 

after business from Business from the Mayor and City Council.  Councilor Lehman 
moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Goings seconded and with no 
further discussion motion passed 4-0. 

 
CITIZEN COMMENTS/QUESITONS:   
A. DIG Report: DIG did not submit a report 
B. No comments or questions from citizens 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 

A. 2nd Reading and Vote to Approve Ordinance 663 – Re-Establishing Tourism Committee:  
Administrator Thomas read 2nd reading of Ordinance 663 and there were no changes since the last 
reading.  Councilor Lehman moved to approve Ordinance 663 as modified, re-establishing the Tourism 
Committee.  Councilor Goings seconded and with no further discussion motion passed 4-0. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A. Adopt and Sign Yamhill County Sheriff’s Office Contract: Administrator Thomas went 
over the contract.  Based off discussion at the budget meeting, City can accommodate 
the new contract and cost increase for the next two years.  Councilor Lehman moved 
to accept the contract with Yamhill County Sheriff’s Office contract to keep two (2) 
Deputies on contract to the City of Amity for the period of July 1, 2020 to June 30, 
2022.  Councilor Goings seconded motion.  Mayor Cape asked if there was any 
discussion.  There was discussion.  Councilor Andrade says he felt that Amity’s hands 
are tied and we have to do it, so it’s not much of a negotiation.  Councilor Lehman 
explained that the City budgeted $300k and may not use the Public Safety Fee and 
City should therefore be in the positive.  Administrator Thomas said budget wise City 
should be good for the next two years.  Councilor Andrade asked if the price is locked 
for two years.  Administrator Thomas explained the contract is for two years, but the 
amount will change next year. Councilor Lehman  



Regular Meeting of the 
Council June 3, 2020 

Minutes 
 

 
explained further that the amount that the contract will be raised in a year is included in 
the budget.  The Mayor explained that some of the public safety fee goes towards 
YCOM dues. Administrator Thomas explained further that we are getting higher ranked 
deputies.  Councilor Andrade asked what the time frame for different steps in deputies 
are.  Deputy High explained the different steps and what the City is getting.  
 
Mayor Cape would like a better monthly report provided by the YCSO and provided in 
a timely manner so the report can be included in the agenda packet.  Mayor Cape is 
happy with the YCSO.  One of his main concerns with going with YCSO is the price is 
high and price being locked in, but the price is high for anything.  Deputy High would 
like the City to give bullet points on what the City wants in the report.  They will work on 
it and provide it to the City.  With no further discussion motion passed 4-0. 
 

B. Approval of Planning Applicant for Planning Commission Vacancy: Mayor Cape 
explained there is one applicant for Planning Commission.  Mayor Cape asked applicant 
to introduce herself.  Applicant Mackenzie Davis is a residential developer and she lives 
in Carlton.  Mayor Cape asked what the current ordinance says regarding her being out 
of town and developer.  Administrator says she is not qualified based on the current 
Ordinance, but the Council could choose to appoint her. Councilor Goings asked 
applicant why Amity.  Applicant explained she has always wanted to serve on Planning 
Commission and saw an opportunity open up.  She also has a potential project that is on 
the books and that is how she met City Staff.   
 
Councilor Lehman asked if she knows of anyone on the current Planning Commission 
currently.  She did not answer.  
 
Mayor Cape explained that it is unusual to have someone that lives so far away that wants to 
serve on the Commission.  There has been some concern from citizens that want more city 
residents on the Commission. 
 
Administrator Thomas explained that she is the only one that was a previous applicant that 
applied.  Councilor Lehman brought up that this puts the Commission over the limit for out of 
town and developer.  Administrator Thomas explained this is the reason for the new 
ordinance to give Council more wiggle room for when this happens.   
 
Councilor McArthur asked what happens if a Citizen in City limits applies but already filled 
the position.  Administrator Thomas explained applicant would be on until term ends.  Mayor 
Cape explained further that it depends on the motion.  It is an election year and openings on 
Committees.  Council does not have to make a decision and can leave it open and move to 
next month.   
 
Councilor Lehman moved to appoint Mackenzie Davis to serve a 30-day pro-temp to serve 
on the Planning Commission to start July 2nd, 2020 to a term to expire December 31, 2023. 
Mayor Cape asked if anything planned in the next month for the Commission.  Administrator 
Thomas said nothing in June for Planning but there will be in July.  Councilor Lehman still 
wants to keep his motion for the 30-day pro temp and gives the applicant time to back out if 
she wants too.  Councilor McArthur seconded motion.  Mayor Cape does not see the reason 
for a 30-day pro temp and would swear her in at the July meeting. Councilor Lehman 
explained he does it for anyone that is getting appointed or sworn in.  
With no further discussion motion passed 3-1.   
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C. Approval of Removal of the Metal Eola Amity Hills Signs:  Administrator Thomas discussed 

the removal of the signs and would cost around $2k.  They are a liability to the city. He went 
over what the removal entails.  The signs will be reinstalled working with ODOT and AVA that 
will meet ODOT standards and no longer a liability to the City.  Councilor Andrade asked if all 
the signs will be removed.  The Administrator says yes to the 4 signs in the City.  Councilor 
Andrade explained that the one sign behind a guardrail that it should be ok according to 
ODOT’s standard and City should look into it.  Administrator Thomas explained what brought 
this on is when City started asking about lighting the signs. But, he would look into it.  

 
Councilor Lehman explained that the City does not have an option per ODOT.  ODOT sent a 
letter saying the City has to remove the signs.  If the City does not remove the City would be 
100% liable.  Mayor Cape explained that ODOT did originally sign off on the permits and 
ODOT would probably have some liability.  Administrator Thomas said he will look into what 
signs need to be removed but sounds like all four will need to be removed. 
 
Councilor Lehman moved to approve staff to remove the four (4) Eola Amity Hills signs as 
soon as possible and authorize the use of Tourism Funds to accomplish the task.  Councilor 
Goings seconded motion.  Mayor Cape asked if further discussion.  There was discussion.  
Councilor Lehman said would need letter from ODOT stating sign behind guard rail can stay, 
if not then sign needs removed. Mayor Cape said ODOT is giving the City some leniency 
because they know they screwed up. Councilor Goings asked Administrator Thomas when 
the signs would be getting removed.  Administrator Thomas explained will be directing Public 
Works to remove them by end of June.  There already is a contractor lined up.  Mayor Cape 
wants the phone number made available for Region one Director from ODOT.  Administrator 
Thomas said will check again for the exact signs need removed.  Councilor Goings said still 
will be exploring what to do with the signs since in the budget.  There was no more 
discussion.  Motion passed 3-1. 

 
D. Approval to Extend Resolution 2020-02 Declaration of a State of Emergency:   Mayor Cape 

explained the City should extend the Emergency Declaration and the main reason of having 
it is for state funding.  The programs have not closed out and City has an application in for 
reimbursement for funds.  There is possibly a fourth package coming out for more funding.  
State of Oregon has not lifted the States Emergency Declaration.  The City positioned 
ourselves best way possible to move forward.  Yamhill County is going into Phase 2 this 
weekend. There are still increases with the virus and it is not going away.  Councilor Goings 
moved to extend the Emergency Declaration through July 1, 2020.  Councilor Andrade 
seconded motion.  Mayor Cape asked if any discussion.  Administrator Thomas explained 
that the City has postponed water shutoffs.  The shutoffs will start back up end of July with 
August Bills.  Councilor Lehman said that City Staff should contact citizens that are 
substantially behind and have them contact the City to set something up.  Mayor Cape 
explained the City is working to get funds.  He does not like the idea of advertising to all 
customers.  Councilor Lehman explained that it would be only for Citizens that are really 
behind.  City Recorder Johnson explained that City Staff is keeping track of the citizens that 
are at least 3 months behind and will contact those citizens.  Administrator Thomas said will 
contact the Citizens that should have been shutoff.  City Recorder Johnson explained that 
the Citizens that are behind are currently getting a friendly reminder on their door of what 
their water bill amount is.  
 
Mayor Cape was surprised that there has been no mention of drinking and wastewater for 
reimbursement with the funds during the County Meetings.  The Treasury Department 
approved it, but the State has not approved it.  Council Lehman thinks it is time to let 
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customers know that are behind.  With no further discussion motion passed 4-0. 
 
E. Approval to Conduct a Lot Line Adjustment with the Property Owner:  Administrator Thomas 

went over the background regarding Lot Line Adjustment for the property at 10901 SW 
Bellevue Hwy.  City would lose around 6000 sq. ft but would not have to maintain the 
property and would gain about 1000 sq. ft. of road property.  Public Works says the land is 
useless.  Councilor Lehman asked if our water line runs thru the ditch currently.  
Administrator Thomas says were on ODOT right of way and according to Public Works Supt. 
Mathis we would not get giving up anything that the city uses.  Councilor Andrade aske what 
the city would get out of this.  Administrator Thomas said we would gain more road access 
and would help Public Works.  Mayor cape asked if there were any plans to getting the lift 
station back up.  Administrator Thomas said his understanding is no there are no plans.  City 
Attorney’s asked the City to think about if this would put the City in a situation down the road 
for other land transactions and property owners.   
 
Councilor Lehman asked if the property owner will pay for all closing cost and wants to make 
sure property owner pays for all closing cost.  Councilor Goings asked about the Attorney 
fees and City Staff Time.  Councilor Lehman does not want any taxpayer money spent on 
this.  Councilor Goings says that taxpayer money is being spent with City Staff time and 
Attorney time.  Councilor Andrade asked if Administrator Thomas could look at how many 
small pieces of land city has.  Mayor Cape explained it could get down to easements ROW, 
not uncommon that they come up.  He is good with the City being a good neighbor but not at 
the City’s expense.  City needs to get reimbursed for Attorney fees and City staff time, 
especially since out of City Limits.  Mayor Cape mentioned that if the city doesn’t do this, the 
City will need to remove the trees on the property but would be the new property owners 
responsibility if the City does this.   
 
Councilor Lehman moves to tentatively approve the Lot Line Adjustment on the properties 
identified and authorize the City Administrator to conduct legal proceedings necessary to 
complete the transaction with Ms. Hinchman.  The tentatively part is with understanding to 
contract 80% of the cost of the City Administrator and City Attorney’s cost on this matter.  
Mayor Cape asked if should move this to next month on the Agenda so staff can get the 
numbers that have been spent.  Councilor Goings asked if they are on time crunch.  
Administrator Thomas says the Property Owner is on a time crunch, but it is up to the City.  
Mayor Cape explained why should wait next month and not a strong legal motion.  Councilor 
Lehman says he disagrees.  Councilor Goings likes the tentative part of motion because it 
falls into the property owner court.  Mayor Cape asked if further discussion.  Mayor Cape 
does not understand the 80%.  Pay 100% or none.  Councilor Andrade says 80% is being a 
good neighbor.  Mayor Cape says the motion is more complicated then it needs to be.  That 
is requiring staff to come up with an exact number that has been spent on this.  Council can 
approximate the cost and what a fair amount is.  Councilor Lehman says if property owner 
agrees with 80% then this does not need to come back to council and up to property owner.  
There was no more discussion.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 
F. Adopt Resolution 2020-08 – Revised/New Fees and Charges:  Administrator Thomas went 

over Resolution about the new fees.  Some of the fees that did not change but could have 
changed was the land use fees.  Raising the land use fees could make future development 
not happen.  Administrator Thomas went over the fees that did change.  Councilor Goings 
moved to Adopt Resolution 2020-08, declaring an emergency, which repeals Resolution 
2018-1 and all previous resolutions of a similar nature and adopt these revised fees and 
charges as well as the fee acknowledgement as it relates to land use development, effective 
July 1, 2020.  Councilor Lehman seconded and with no further discussion motion passed 4-
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G. Adopt Resolution 2020-09 Supporting Online Northwest:  City Administrator went over the 

Resolution and what it entails.  Mayor cape explained further.  No financial ties with the City.  
Went on and explained what kind of things they are wanting the City to work with them when 
they start to bring Fiber Optic to Amity.   City needs to think about if another business comes 
into town and asks same thing and what that entails. Councilor Andrade asked about 
Senator Merkley’s Rural broadband.  Administrator Thomas explained Amity does not qualify 
as a rural entity because there is enough internet provided.  Councilor Lehman explained 
that they will still have to apply, and this is just saying City will be nice.  Administrator 
Thomas explained they will still have to pay all the associated fees including Franchise Fee.  
Councilor Goings moved to adopt Resolution 2020-09, declaring City of Amity support to 
Online Northwest as they bring broadband internet to the City.  Councilor Lehman seconded 
motion.  With no further discussion motion passed 4-0. 

 
H. Adopt Resolution 2020-10 Approving Interim Financing:  Administrator Thomas explained 

Resolution and what it entails.  Councilor Lehman moved to approve and adopt Resolution 
2020-10, approving interim financing for the USDA/RD water infrastructure project.  
Councilor Goings seconded motion.  With no further discussion motion passed 4-0. 

 
I. Adopt Resolution 2020-11 Authorizing Appropriations Amending the FY 2019-2020 Budget:  

Administrator Thomas went over background and what is being amended.  Councilor 
Lehman moved to Adopt Resolution 2020-11 authorizing a budget amendment within the 
Streets and Sewer Fund.  Councilor Goings seconded motion and with no further discussion 
motion passed 4-0. 

 
 Department Reports:   
 

City Administrator Report:  Administrator Thomas submitted report and added that Council 
should have copy of his evaluation.  Mayor Cape would like the evaluations sent to him by 
June 19.  Next evaluation would be done in a year.  No further comments for City 
Administrator. 
 
City Recorder/Treasurer Report:  Recorder Johnson submitted her report and nothing to add.  
There were no comments for City Recorder.  
 
Library Report:  Head Librarian Robbins gave report.  Went over plan to get the Library open.  
Plan to open Library for delivery.  They plan on opening July 1.  Mayor Cape asked about 
index cards for contact tracing.  Librarian Robbins said yes, it is.  Administrator Thomas said 
the Library will have Plexi glass in front of the desk.  Librarian Robbins will quarantine the 
books for 72 hours when they come in.  Councilor Goings thanked the Library for all their 
hard work.   Mayor Cape appreciates the detail that they put into it.  Councilor Lehman asked 
if they need anything else.  Librarian Robbins said not at this time but will let us know when 
they need anything.  There were no further comments for the Library. 
 
Law Enforcement Report:  Administrator Thomas went over some of the incidents that have 
happened and what the YCSO have done.  
 
Public Works Report:  Public Works Superintendent sent in report.  Administrator Thomas 
said the City should be coming off water restrictions by end of the month.  There were no 
further comments for Public Works.  
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City Engineer Billing Report:  There were no comments. 
 
City Attorney Billing Report: There were no comments.  
 
City Planner Billing Report:  There were no comments. 
 
BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS: 
 
Mayor’s Report by Mayor Michael Cape:  Mayor cape submitted his report and added that he 
was asked to participate in the award ceremony for FFA and to let Amity know that they won. 
 
Mayor Cape asked if any Councilors have a conflict with July’s meeting since it is around 
Fourth of July.  No Councilors had any conflicts. 
 
Mayor Cape brought up elections.  Went over email that the Clerks office sent out and the 
City could implement City rules regarding signing petitions due to the Covid issues.  He 
would like Ordinance Committee to look into it.  Possibly pay a fee this year in lieu of 
signatures.  Councilor Goings and Councilor McArthur will work with each other on it.  There 
were no further comments. 
 
Councilor Ryan Lehman & Finance Committee Report:  Councilor Lehman submitted report 
and nothing to add.  There were no comments. 

 
Councilor Sandy McArthur & Ordinance Committee Report: Councilor McArthur submitted report 
and nothing to add.  There were no comments.  

 
Councilor Robert Andrade & Water & Sewer Committee Report:  Councilor Andrade submitted 
report and nothing to add.  There were no comments. 

 
Councilor Jenna Goings & Community Engagement Committee Report:  Councilor Goings had a 
family member pass away and that is why she couldn’t make the last meeting.   Councilor 
Lehman asked when the next Tourism Committee meeting is.  Councilor Goings there is not a 
meeting scheduled yet.  Mayor Cape asked about summer activities and make a determination 
about them.  Councilor Goings asked how many people usually attend.  Administrator Thomas 
said around 25 – 50 ppl.  Councilor Lehman asked if the park is open.  Administrator Thomas 
said park is still closed and will open either in Phase II or after completion of construction.  
Councilor Goings asked about City Wide Cleanup.  Administrator Thomas said as of now still 
postponed.  There were no further comments.     

 
 Councilor Napua Ann Rich & Parks Committee Report:  Councilor Rich was not at the meeting 

and there were no comments. 
 
 Councilor Nicholas Wilkinson & Streets Committee Report:  Councilor Wilkinson was not at the 

meeting and there were no comments. 
 
 Mayor Cape went to open the Public Hearing regarding the Budget.  Councilor Goings declared 

Conflict of Interest and excused herself from the Budget portion of the meeting. 
 
J. PUBLIC HEARING – Budget FY 2020-21: Mayor Cape opened the public hearing for 

Budget FY 2020-21. Mayor Cape asked if anyone from the public had any comments. 
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There were no comments from the Public. Mayor Michael Cape closed public hearing. 
 
K. Adopt Resolution 2020-06 - 2020-2021 Budget Appropriations: Consultant Kathy Taylor 

talked about the 70k that was not spent in sewer SDC current year and carryover the 70k to 
20-21 budget to be able to do the project.  Council approved the carryover at the budget 
meeting.  Kathy said no change to expenditure but will have total 140k. Administrator 
Thomas asked if would have 140k now since rolling over the 70k for the wastewater master 
plan. Consultant Taylor said yes that is correct.  Consultant Kathy explained all the changes 
from the budget meeting have been added into the approved budget. There were no 
questions.  Councilor Lehman moved to approve the budget as described by the City 
Administrator and approve Resolution 2020-06, a Resolution Adopting the 2020-2021 
Fiscal year Budget, making appropriations, and levying and categorizing Ad Valorum Taxes 
for the City of Amity for the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year.  Councilor Andrade seconded motion 
and without further discussion motion passed 3-0. 

 
L. Adopt Resolution 2020-05 - Election to Receive State Revenue Sharing: Councilor 

Lehman moved to approve Resolution 2020-05, a resolution declaring City of Amity’s 
election to receive state revenues for FY 2020-21. Councilor McArthur seconded motion 
and without further discussion motion passed 3-0. 

 
M. Adopt Resolution 2020-04 - Certifying the City meets all requirements to receive State 

Shared Revenue: Councilor Lehman moved to adopt Resolution 2020-04, a resolution 
certifying that the City of Amity meets all requirements to receive state shared revenues for 
FY 2020-21.  Councilor Andrade Seconded and without further discussion motion passed 
3-0. 

 
N. Adopt Resolution 2020-07 - Volunteers’ Worker’s Compensation Coverage: Councilor 

Lehman moved to approve Resolution 2020-07, a resolution extending the City of Amity’s 
Worker’s Compensation coverage to volunteers of the City of Amity. Councilor McArthur 
seconded motion and without further discussion motion passed 3-0. 

 
Councilor Andrade moved to adjourn meeting at 9:25. Councilor Lehman seconded and without further 
discussion motion passed 3-0. 
 

 
 

Approved by City Council July 1, 2020 
 
 
 
 

Michael Cape, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 

 
Natasha Johnson, City Recorder 
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