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Minutes 

Regular Meeting of the City of Amity City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 4, 2020 
in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 109 Maddox, Amity, Oregon. 

Councilors Present 
Councilor Ryan Lehman, Councilor Sandy McArthur, Councilor Napua Ann Rich, Councilor Robert Andrade 
(late) and Mayor Michael Cape 

Councilors Present via Zoom 
None 

Councilors Absent 
  Councilor Jenna Goings 

Staff Present 
City Recorder Natasha Johnson, City Administrator Mike Thomas and Public Works Superintendent Gary 
Mathis 

CONSENT AGENDA:  
Councilor Lehman moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Rich seconded and with no further 
discussion motion passed 3-0. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS/QUESITONS:  
A. DIG Report: Eve presented DIG report.  She discussed tree lighting and the plan for the event.  They are

planning the event to be on December 4 at 6pm.  The plan is to have the Mayor light the Christmas tree.
Have the Fire Department do a longer parade this year and still have Santa on the back of the truck.  She
will know more once she talks with the Fire Department.  She said crowd is discouraged but if people do
come to social distance.  Councilor Lehman asked Administrator Thomas about doing a Facebook live for
the event.  Administrator Thomas said he would look into it.

B. Presentation Commissioner Peralta: Commissioner Peralta introduced himself.  He was going to come to
the meeting last month to present Mayor Cape with a certificate and wasn’t able to make it.  He wanted to
give his appreciation to the Mayor.  Mayor Cape thanked him and let him know that he has enjoyed serving
on the board.  Commissioner Peralta let Council know they are currently looking for a new Executive Director
for COG.

C. Citizen M. Graham talked to Council regarding property at 305 Enos.  She gave the background regarding
the issue they were having.  The issue was regarding the billing and the inconvenience of not having water
on at the property due to the City having a water leak and having to pay for a months’ worth of the base
rate.  She felt it was an insult just getting a $5 credit on her water bill for the inconvenience.  She is asking
the Council for a credit of about $22.00.  Administrator Thomas gave the Council background regarding the
water leak and that Public Works went to the house and turned on the water when needed so the customer
could water the grass and that was over a span of 7 days.
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Mayor Cape apologized to Citizen Graham for the inconvenience, but it is procedure for Staff to ask Council 
to give customer a credit that is more than the $5 credit.  Mayor Cape asked staff when the meter was read. 
Citizen Graham asked for clarification regarding how the billing works.  City Recorder Johnson explained 
how the billing works.  Administrator Thomas explained that there was a clerical error, and she should have 
had a bill in August but never was billed for it.   Mayor Cape asked if Council would like to do anything 
regarding this.  Councilor Rich made motion to credit $22.89 to account at 305 Enos Street.  Councilor 
McArthur seconded.  Citizen Graham brought up that she wants public works to stop coming on her property 
to get water samples.  Councilor Lehman asked to make amendment to the motion to increase the amount 
to $40.00 at property 305 Enos.  Councilor McArthur seconded.  Mayor Cape asked if any discussion.  
Councilor Lehman said that he hopes the $40 is fair and meets the citizen and the city halfway.  There was 
no more discussion.  Motion passed 4-0.  
 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 
A. Accounting System – Presentation from Auditors and Consultant Kathy Taylor:  Administrator 

Thomas gave background to Council regarding the city’s accounting system.  Contracted CFO 
Taylor gave Council further background on how Amity has done and did their accounting systems.  
She discussed difference between doing accounting on an accrual basis versus cash basis 
system.  She discussed why it is a good idea for the City to do an accrual basis instead of cash 
basis.  She explained that the City use to be accrual and went off and went to cash basis in 2008.  
She went back thru all the history of the City regarding accounting as far back as she could go.  
Councilor Lehman asked Taylor what one she recommends the City be on.  Taylor recommends 
Accrual basis. 

 
Mayor Cape introduced Tom Glogau with the City’s Auditor company.  City’s Auditor Tom Glogau 
explained to Council on how the City does their books.  He explained can keep the books on 
accrual basis but submit financial statements as cash.  That way is acceptable with the state.  He 
is not advocating one way or the other.  Using cash basis for the annual financial statements is 
less expensive to audit, but they are fine auditing either way.  Councilor Rich asked what the cost 
difference would be.  Mayor Cape said would be around 5k more.  Administrator Thomas 
explained further to Council regarding the different choices.  CFO Taylor let Council know there 
are other factors that go into it the cost of an audit and Council could compare prices with other 
auditors.  
 
Mayor Cape asked T. Glogau regarding one of the points in previous audits was moving to 
accrual.  T. Glogau explained that they are required comments because it is a different way of 
doing accounting.  He also let Council know that it is in the City’s rights and due diligence to look 
at other auditors and their cost regarding doing accrual vs. cash.   
 
Councilor Lehman asked CFO Taylor what system is easier to commit fraud.  Taylor explained 
the difference of the two and that cash is easier to commit fraud.  Councilor Lehman made motion 
to direct City Staff to immediately implement accrual basis financial system when undertaking the 
City’s finances, to include: budgeting, accounting, and auditing: and to use this system to close 
out this Fiscal Year and going forward with all future Fiscal Years.  Councilor McArthur seconded 
motion.  Without any discussion motion passed 4-0. 
 

B. Re-Installation of Metal Amity Signs:  Administrator Thomas gave background regarding re-install 
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of the Amity metal signs.  G. Keeler of Keeler Vineyard Estates who represents the AVA helped 
look into the sign options.  She let Council know the AVA approved two signs.  The cost would be 
around 10k for the re-install of the signs and to put all four signs in would be around 20k.  
Administrator Thomas explained what the cost would include.  She is hoping the city can come 
up with half of the cost and the AVA would come up with the other half.  She said she would be in 
charge of making sure the signs are done and installed properly.   

 
Mayor Cape said 10k is a lot of money since the City already has the signs.  He asker G. Keeler 
to explain more on what the 10k pays for.  She said the bid from the sign company says they 
would take the signs and re-vamp them to meet ODOT’s requirement and they would install them 
property.   She wants to make sure only one entity that oversees the project.  Administrator 
Thomas explained further regarding the cost of the signs. 
 
Councilor Andrade asked her how many quotes they got to do the signs. G. Keeler said only one 
quote from Salem Sign Company.  She tried to get another one and was very difficult to get 
someone to come and look at the signs.   
 
Councilor Lehman brought up Tourism Funds and that they set aside 10k for the signs which 
would cover all the cost of the two signs.  AVA could cover another sign then using their own 
funds.  Councilor Andrade thinks they should get another quote.  Councilor Rich asked 
Administrator Thomas if there are other companies willing to do the work.  Administrator Thomas 
asked G. Keeler to explain.  She said she doesn’t know.  Councilor Rich re-worded her question 
and asked if there are other businesses willing to partner with the City and AVA to help with the 
cost.  G. Keller said the AVA hasn’t reached out to other businesses.   
 
Mayor Cape suggested to Council to table this until December Council meeting and direct staff to 
get other quotes.  Administrator Thomas said he will work with G. Keeler to get another quote.  
Mayor Cape asked if that works with her.  She explained again why only one bid and just starting 
with the two signs.  Mayor Cape asked if Council was ok with that.  Councilor Lehman says have 
an obligation to get more than 1 bid.  Administrator Thomas will do his best to get it done by 
December’s Council Meeting.  Councilor Andrade asked about the engineering.  Administrator 
Thomas explained what ODOT approved regarding the poles.  Public Works Superintendent 
Mathis explained what ODOT wants and will approve.  Administrator Thomas explained further.   
 
Councilor Lehman said there is around 15k to spend on the signs. That is including the 10k from 
Tourism Funds and 5k from AVA.  Administrator Thomas said he will look into another bid and will 
let Council know in December.    

 
C. Adopt Resolution 2020-14 – Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan:  Administrator Thomas gave 

background on Resolution 2020-14, Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Councilor Lehman moved 
to adopt Resolution 2020-14, accepting the City Addendum to the County’s Natural Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.  Councilor McArthur Seconded.  Mayor Cape said this is a good plan to have in 
case of a natural disaster and makes it easier to get assistance.  Without further discussion motion 
Passed 4-0.    

 
D. Tourism Committee Application:  Councilors looked over the application submitted.  Councilor 

Lehman made motion to appoint Bill Willis to the Tourism Committee for a 2-year term expiring 
December 31, 2022.  Councilor Andrade seconded.  Councilor Lehman gave background on 
applicant.  Without further discussion motion passed 4-0.  

 
E. Public Hearing Zone Change, 1204 S. Oak Street, Gerald Bieze, Amity Oaks LLC, Planning File 

No.: 2007-02ZC:   Mayor Cape opened public hearing for Zone Change, Planning File No.: 2007-
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02ZC.  He read the public hearing script.  
 
 Mayor Cape asked if any member of the City Council wished to declare conflict of interest.  
Councilor Rich declared actual conflict of interest due to living next door to the property and 
excused herself.   
 
Mayor Cape asked if any member of the City Council wished to report any site visits?  Councilor 
Andrade has been by the property but will make a fair decision.  Councilor Lehman also said he 
has been by the property and also will be able to make a fair decision based on the information 
provided by the staff.   

 
Mayor Cape asked if anyone from the audience wished to challenge the jurisdiction of the City 
Council.  There were none.  
 
City Planner H. Byram went over staff report and presentation.  Mayor Cape asked if Council had 
any questions regarding the staff report for the City Planner.  Mayor Cape asked her if the 
company that did the traffic study was impartial or just did the study.  She wasn’t sure but the 
company that did the study was on the zoom meeting.  Applicant Bieze explained to Mayor Cape 
that he has never meant the traffic engineer. 
 
Mayor Cape asked if there was presentation of the Applicant.  Gerald Bieze introduced himself as 
the applicant and introduced his team.  Applicant’s project planner went over background of the 
community’s need for housing to meet the UGB that the City did.  He explained that at this time 
the Applicant is only requesting a Zone Change at this time.  If approved, the Applicant will do rest 
of the steps for future development.  R. Nyes (conducted traffic impact study) let Council know he 
has no interest in the property.  He explained the streets are more than adequate to handle the 
additional traffic.  Mayor Cape let the Applicant know that he still has some extra time if he would 
like to add anything else.  Applicant Bieze talked about the property and the positives of the 
property He is hopeful that the City will give him the support and the zone change.   
 
Mayor Cape asked if there was presentation of any Proponents.  There were none. 
 
Mayor Cape asked if there was presentation of Opponents.  There were none. 
 
Mayor Cape asked if there was testimony of Neutral Parties.  There was from J. Clark.  Citizen J. 
Clark had a question regarding who pays for the improvements to be made with the development.  
Mayor Cape explained that this is just a zone change and that question would be brought up at 
the meeting regarding the site design review.  J. Clark asked for clarification would need to change 
the zone first before the development.  Mayor Cape said that is correct.   
 
Mayor Cape asked if the applicant had rebuttal.  There were none.  
 
Mayor Cape asked if there was a request for continuance.  There were none. 
 
Mayor Cape asked Council if they had any questions for the staff regarding the application.  There 
were none. 
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Mayor Cape closed the public hearing.  Mayor Cape opened discussion for deliberations by the 
City Council.  Councilor Lehman asked the traffic engineer how he went about forecasting how 
the traffic will look like in 2030?  Traffic Engineer R. Nyes explained to Council how they did.  They 
setup traffic cameras.  They did traffic volumes from now until then.  There were no more questions 
from Council.  
 
Councilor Lehman made motion to move to approve the request to Rezone 9.5-acre property 
inside Amity City Limits from AH – Agricultural Holding Zone to R1 – Low Density Residential 
Zone.  Councilor Andrade seconded motion.  With no discussion motion passed 3-0.  
 
Mayor Cape read the final decision and that the decision may be appealed by those withstanding 
to LUBA twelve days after the mailing of the signed final decision.  
 

F. 1st Reading of Ordinance 666 – An Ordinance Amending the Amity Zoning Map: 
Administrator Thomas went over background regarding Ordinance 666 amending the 
Amity Zoning Map.  Councilor Lehman moved to conduct a first reading by title only 
to approve Ordinance 666: An ordinance amending the Amity Zoning Map.  Councilor 
Andrade seconded.  With no discussion motion passed 3-0. 
 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:   
 

City Administrator Report:   
Administrator Thomas submitted his report and added he had a conference call with ODOT 
regarding property at Hwy 151 and have it bought by December 31st.   
 
He put in a work order with the County regarding the bus stop and removing the glass.  He 
received an email letting them know that they will remove the glass by end of next week. 
 
Councilor Andrade noticed the cars were removed.  Administrator Thomas said YCSO placed 
stickers on cars and the owner has 24 hours to move cars.  Deputy High said that Deputy Jones 
has tagged vehicles.  The cars seem to get moved and disappear then they come back.  He 
encourages anyone to send info to the YCSO regarding them. There were no more comments for 
City Administrator.    
 
City Recorder/Treasurer Report:  Recorder Johnson submitted her report and had nothing to add. 
There were no more comments for City Recorder.  
 
Public Works Report:  Public Works Supt. Mathis submitted his report and added that he has an 
inspection coming up with OHA.  Mayor Cape asked G. Mathis when he goes in for his final water 
certification test.  G. Mathis said the test is on December 10th and he has someone from OAWU 
helping him get prepared for the test.  Mayor Cape let him know he is glad he is getting his testing 
done.   
 

G. Mathis let Council know that they are more than welcome to follow Public Works around.  
Administrator Thomas explained further regarding Council following Public Works around and 
doing a tour.  Councilor Andrade thanked Public Works for cleaning out the drain basins.  Mayor 
Cape thanked Public Works for getting them the report on the trees quickly.  There were no further 
comments for Public Works.    
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Law Enforcement Report:  YCSO submitted the monthly crime stats. Deputy High went over the 
new quarterly report that went out.  He explained only covers the first fiscal quarter.  Mayor Cape 
asked what Domestic Now means.  Deputy High explained what that means.  He continued going 
over the new report.  He asked if Council had any questions.  Mayor Cape said there was lots of 
details and will provide the report to the citizens of Amity.   
 
Deputy High let Council know Deputy Jones is doing more crosswalk enforcement.  Some of the 
crosswalks are really hard to see if someone is waiting to cross.  He made a suggestion to trim 
trees or possibly change the lighting.  Mayor Cape let him know that he will have staff look into 
different light vendors or PGE.  Administrator Thomas will look into it. There were no more 
comments for YCSO.  
 
Library Report:   Head Librarian Jenkins submitted her report and was not present at the meeting. 
There were no comments for the Library.  
 
City Engineer Billing Report:  Billing report submitted and there were no comments. 
 
City Attorney Billing Report: Billing report submitted and there were no comments.  
 
City Planner Billing Report:  Billing report submitted and there were no comments 

 
BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS: 

 
Mayor’s Report by Mayor Michael Cape:  Mayor Cape submitted his report and added that he 
was at the Pumpkin Event and the City-Wide cleanup helping.  He would like to see more 
Councilor involvement.   
 
Mayor Cape was wanting an update from Councilor Goings regarding Christmas Done Bright 
that is in December and what the plan was for the event this year. She was not at the meeting 
to be able to answer his question.   
 
He also wanted to let all the citizens that ran for Council/Mayor that he appreciates everyone’s 
effort.  There were no comments for Mayor Cape.  

 
Councilor Ryan Lehman & Finance Committee Report:  Councilor Lehman submitted his report 
and added to his report an idea regarding spending any leftover CRF Grant funds from the 
State.  The idea he presented to Council was using the Tourism Committee branding logo and 
putting them on masks and donating them to the local businesses to be able to give out to the 
community.  Mayor Cape said if have money left to use the funds.  Also, Mayor Cape found 
out that we can use any of the leftover CRF Grant funds to go towards law enforcement and 
put it towards the YCSO services.  Administrator Thomas gave an update on the grant and 
how much money has been spent.  There were no comments for Councilor Lehman. 

 
Councilor Sandy McArthur & Ordinance Committee Report: Councilor McArthur had no report.  
There were no comments for Councilor McArthur.  

 
Councilor Robert Andrade & Public Works Committee Report:  Councilor Andrade submitted his 
report and had nothing to add. There were no comments for Councilor Andrade.  

 
Councilor Jenna Goings & Community Engagement Committee Report:  Councilor Goings did not 
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submit a report and wasn’t able to attend.  Councilor Lehman let Council know that there will be 
another Tourism Committee Meeting coming up.  He went over some of the topics that will be 
discussed at the upcoming meeting.  There were no more comments for Councilor Goings.   

 
 Councilor Napua Ann Rich & Business Development Outreach Committee Report:  Councilor Rich 

did not submit a report.  She thanked Administrator Thomas for updating the city’s website. There 
were no comments for Councilor Rich.   

 
 Vacant & Public Outreach, Education and Communication Committee Report:  There was none. 

 
Councilor Lehman moved to adjourn meeting at 9:55. Councilor Andrade seconded and without further 
discussion motion passed 4-0. 
 
Approved by City Council December 2, 2020 
 
 
 
 

Michael Cape, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 

 
Natasha Johnson, City Recorder 
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