
Regular Meeting of the 
Council October 7, 2020 

Minutes 
 

 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
CITY OF AMITY, OR 

 
Minutes 

 
Regular Meeting of the City of Amity City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 7, 2020 in 
the Council Chambers, City Hall, 109 Maddox, Amity, Oregon. 

 
Councilors Present 
Councilor Ryan Lehman, Councilor Sandy McArthur, Councilor Napua Ann Rich, Councilor Robert Andrade and 
Mayor Michael Cape 
 
Councilors Present via Zoom 
None 

 
Councilors Absent 

  Councilor Jenna Goings 
 

Staff Present 
City Recorder Natasha Johnson and City Administrator Mike Thomas 

 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
Councilor Lehman moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Councilor Rich seconded and with no further 
discussion motion passed 4-0. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS/QUESITONS:   
A. DIG Report: DIG did not submit a report.   
B. Citizen E. Weeks asked Council if the contractor for Merlot Estates is responsible for the cleaning of the 

pond before it becomes the responsibility of the homeowners.  Mayor Cape explained will have city staff 
investigate the answer and get back to him.  Administrator Thomas will research it and contact him with any 
information regarding this. 

 
Citizen R. King (via Zoom) asked about the CRF Grants and had a suggestion regarding using the funds 
that don’t get used.  Her suggestion was possibly an air purifier in City Hall and the Library.  Distribute PPE 
to the community.  Mayor Cape let her know those were all good ideas.  He also let her know that City Hall 
and the Library have UVC Lights that we used some of the funds for.  Will add the other suggestion to the 
list of ideas. 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 

None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 
A. 2nd Reading – Ordinance 665 (Vehicle Towing):  City Administrator Thomas went over towing 

ordinance.  Councilor Rich moved to approve Ordinance 665.  Councilor McArthur seconded 
motion and with no further discussion motion passed 4-0. 

 
B. Approval of Agreement with ODOT Regarding Crosswalks:  Administrator Thomas went over 
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agreement and what it entails.  He went over options Council can choose to do and that staff 
doesn’t have a recommendation at this time.  ODOT said moving forward it is up to the City to 
maintain crosswalks.  Councilor Rich asked why the City would hire out the maintenance of the 
crosswalks or do it internally. Administrator Thomas explained easier to higher it out but could be 
done inhouse. Councilor Rich asked if the city did this initially.  Mayor Cape explained city 
discussed it in the past but have not made decision moving forward.  Administrator Thomas further 
explained the agreement.  Councilor Andrade asked even if it is a highway?  Administrator 
Thomas explained why we would still be required to upkeep the crosswalks on an ODOT highway. 
Councilor Lehman asked how certain crosswalks can be non-approved ODOT crosswalks.   
Administrator Thomas explained with ODOT approved crosswalks ODOT will share in the liability, 
but not in unapproved crosswalks. Regardless the City would be required to maintain all of the 
crosswalks. Councilor Andrade asked for a further explanation of that process. Then citizen King 
asked the Council if there was documentation of who and how often crosswalks are maintained 
right now.  Mayor Cape explained ODOT might have records of that if they currently maintain 
them.  Mayor Cape asked if the City Attorney looked over agreement.  Administrator Thomas said 
he just said it is a legal document, in that the City Attorney look it over for legal errors.  Mayor 
Cape asked if City Attorney did research on it regarding ODOT’s rationale.  Administrator Thomas 
said he was not certain and would check. Councilor Lehman mentioned someone from ODOT 
had to approve these crosswalks, then wondered why the City must take liability for a crosswalk 
that is on their highway.  Without any clarifying answers, Councilor Lehman moved to table the 
topic until January 2021 to give time for staff (including City Attorney) to research the agreement’s 
implications further.  Councilor Andrade seconded. Motion passed 4-0.  No further discussion.  
Administrator Thomas then double checked all that Council wants him to do before January.  
Councilor Lehman then also asked how much money ODOT is going to guarantee the City every 
year to assist with maintaining the sidewalks.  Administrator Thomas will make sure to ask them.  

 
C. COVID-19 Relief Fund Update and Options:   Administrator Thomas went over the micro grants 

and how much money in the grant is left and how much went out to citizens.  He presented multiple 
options to the Council for how to proceed with the micro grant program. Councilor Andrade 
suggested removing some of the restrictions.  Administrator Thomas said that it is up to Council 
to remove restrictions. His recommendation is to keep it going until City spends the remaining 
$10,000 in grant funds. Councilor Andrade asked for clarification regarding the “use it or lose it” 
stipulation of December 31, 2020.  Administrator Thomas said he heard that the State may move 
the date up, so it is important to expend the Relief Funds earlier rather than wait.  He explained 
what the limitations the state applied upon releasing the grant money.  Mayor Cape mentioned 
increasing the award amount.  Councilor Andrade asked if we did that, would we make up the 
difference to current recipients. Administrator Thomas replied we would need to do so.  Mayor 
Cape said there are a couple of options available going forward. Administrator Thomas admitted 
that if we moved forward with the grants, the City would need to advertise better. Councilor 
Lehman moved that City Staff obligate remaining funds not to exceed $10,000 of CRF money to 
another round of community micro grants.  Councilor Andrade seconded.  Councilor Lehman 
asked if that will still leave enough of the grant money for PPE for staff in the future. Administrator 
Thomas summed up that it would. Citizen King, again, brought up some ideas to use with 
remaining CRF grant money.  Councilor Lehman then amended his motion.  The amendment is 
not to exceed $15,000 dollars of CRF money.  Councilor Andrade seconded amendment.  
Councilor Lehman added that if we did increase the grant from $300 to $500, then the previous 
grant recipients will automatically get the difference.  Administrator Thomas asked for confirmation 
that he can increase the grant award to $500 using his discretion. The answer was yes.  With no 
further discussion motion passed 4-0.    

 
D. Commissioner Peralta Presentation:  Administrator Thomas presented Mayor Cape with award 

from MWVCOG.  Mayor explained for the last two years he was on the board of directors for 
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MWVCOG.  He explained what MWVCOG is and what they do.  
 

E. Public Hearing Zone Change, 1204 S. Oak Street, Gerald Bieze, Amity Oaks LLC, Planning File 
No.: 2007-02ZC:   Mayor Cape opened public hearing for Zone Change, Planning File No.: 2007-
02ZC.  He read the script.  He is requesting a continuance from the Council.  Councilor Lehman 
moved to continue the public hearing to the November 4th City Council Meeting.  Councilor Rich 
seconded and with no further discussion motion passed 4-0. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:   
 

City Administrator Report:   
Administrator Thomas submitted his report and added an update regarding insurance claim for 
the park playground gear. He updated Council on the 4-city partnership grant and that it is paused 
at this time.  Councilor Lehman brought up that there have been two tree incidents at the park in 
the last couple of months and wanted to know if any more trees are unsafe.  Administrator Thomas 
explained that we had a tree person go out and inspect the trees and he said the trees were fine.  
Councilor Lehman asked if there are any trees that do need to come down.  Administrator Thomas 
replied he would work with Public Works to accomplish another tree inspection in the City Park. 
There were no more comments for City Administrator. 
 
City Recorder/Treasurer Report:  Recorder Johnson submitted her report and had nothing to add. 
Mayor Cape asked any time frame regarding the audit.  Recorder Johnson said hopefully by 
November.  There were no more comments for City Recorder.  
 
Public Works Report:  Public Works Supt. Mathis was not present at the meeting but submitted 
his report.   Mayor Cape let Council know that the City goat was put down today.  He is looking to 
get another goat for the City.  He explained what the goats do for the city.  Councilor Lehman 
asked about the pothole on Enos and 2nd and that it is disappointing if that is the best they can do.  
Councilor Lehman explained that it was unacceptable that the City could not repair more potholes 
within the City with the available resources. Administrator Thomas will let Public Works know.  
Councilor Andrade recommended that Public Works prioritize the streets in need of repair and 
possibly map/color code it for reference and possible public consumption. There were no further 
comments for Public Works.   
 
Law Enforcement Report:  YCSO submitted the monthly crime stats. Deputy Jones went over 
some of the calls they handled the last month. Mayor Cape brought up that there is still no timeline 
on when we can see the new report. Administrator Thomas gave update and YCSO is hoping to 
get the report out by November. There were no more comments for YCSO.  
 
Library Report:   Head Librarian Jenkins submitted her report and was not present at the meeting. 
There were no comments for the Library.  
 
City Engineer Billing Report:  Billing report submitted and there were no comments. 
 
City Attorney Billing Report: Billing report submitted and there were no comments.  
 
City Planner Billing Report:  Billing report submitted and there were no comments 

 
BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS: 

 
Mayor’s Report by Mayor Michael Cape:  Mayor Cape submitted his report and added that he 
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will be attending the LOC conference this next week.  He reminded everyone of the City-wide 
Cleanup scheduled for that week. He is looking into getting a new tablet since his broke.  
Councilor Lehman mentioned getting a city tablet for the Mayor.  Recorder Johnson said City 
is looking into it currently and is also getting tablets for all of the Council.  Mayor Cape explained 
the previous policy and what the city did in the past. He does think it is something for the 
Council to discuss.  Councilor Lehmann asked for staff to look into what was done before and 
what the policy was.  City Recorder said would need to be done sooner than later so the City 
can use the CRF grant funds.  Councilor Lehman will talk about it at the next committee 
meeting.  Administrator Thomas will look into for the committee meeting. There were no further 
comments for Mayor Cape. 

 
Councilor Ryan Lehman & Finance Committee Report:  Councilor Lehman submitted his report 
and let Council know signed reimbursement for the Salt Creek Bridge Project. There were no 
comments for Councilor Lehman. 

 
Councilor Sandy McArthur & Ordinance Committee Report: Councilor McArthur had no report.  
There were no comments for Councilor McArthur.  

 
Councilor Robert Andrade & Public Works Committee Report:  Councilor Andrade had no report. 
There were no comments for Councilor Andrade.  

 
Councilor Jenna Goings & Community Engagement Committee Report:  Councilor Goings 
submitted report but wasn’t able to attend.  Mayor Cape again reminded Council of the City-wide 
Clean Up was this Saturday.  He is hoping for an update regarding Pumpkin Event.  City Recorder 
Johnson let Mayor Cape know that Councilor Goings did reach out to Heiser Farms and is waiting 
for them to respond.  Mayor Cape said that he might have a place that will donate pumpkins and 
will ask them to donate.  City Recorder Johnson said would need around 50 pumpkins.  Councilor 
Lehman said that he talked with Councilor Goings and was thinking about doing a drive-up pumpkin 
event.  Then Administrator Thomas let Council know that he is working with DIG regarding Tree 
Lighting Event.  There were no further comments for Councilor Goings.    

 
 Councilor Napua Ann Rich & Business Development Outreach Committee Report:  Councilor Rich 

did not submit a report.  She did reach out to El Torro Restaurant.  There were no comments for 
Councilor Rich.   

 
 Vacant & Public Outreach, Education and Communication Committee Report:  There was none. 

 
Councilor Lehman moved to adjourn meeting at 8:16. Councilor Andrade seconded and without further 
discussion motion passed 4-0. 
 
Approved by City Council November 4, 2020 
 
 
 
 

Michael Cape, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 

 
Natasha Johnson, City Recorder 
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