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REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 CITY OF AMITY, OR 
 
 Minutes 
 
A Regular Meeting of the City of Amity City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 2, 2018 in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 109 Maddox, Amity, Oregon. 
 
Councilors Present 
Councilor William Daley, Councilor Dawn King, Councilor Caralyn Miller, Councilor Joshua Simonson, 
Councilor Max Walker, and Mayor Michael Cape. 
 
Councilors Absent 
Councilor Rudy van Soolen 
 
Staff Present 
City Administrator Justin Hogue, City Treasurer/Recorder Jackie Loos, Public Works Superintendent Gary 
Mathis, Sergeant James Clark, and Police Chief Chris Bolek. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilor Walker moved to approve the consent agenda, which consisted of bills from April 2018 and 
minutes from the regular session dated April 4, 2018. Councilor Miller seconded the motion. With no 
discussion, the consent agenda was approved 5-0. 
 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS/QUESTIONS:           
Deb Conrad was present for DIG and talked about the donation they received from First Federal. She talked 
about the new bakery/café business and the new business in the Trade Street Commons, “Whiskey Rebel.” 
Lastly, she mentioned that DIG sponsored a full-page ad in the most recent Visitor’s Guide. 
 
Barbara Bond, Millies Lane, Amity, OR, spoke about forming a sub-committee of the Tourism Committee and 
submitting a grant proposal to Travel Oregon, which will be due June 6, 2018. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 

a. OLCC Application - Councilor Walker moved to approve the liquor license application for Violin Wine, 
LLC, located at 203 5

th
 Street. Councilor Miller seconded the motion. With no discussion, the motion 

passed 5-0. 
 

b. Ordinance 654 & 655- Sewer & Water Utility Franchise - Councilor Simonson moved to conduct a 
first reading to approve Ordinance 654; an ordinance adopting a sewer utility franchise fee. Councilor 
Miller seconded the motion. Councilor King verified that this franchise fee was not raising rates. With 
no further discussion, the motion passed 5-0. 

 
Councilor Simonson moved to conduct a first reading to approve Ordinance 655; an ordinance 
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adopting a water utility franchise fee. Councilor Miller seconded the motion. With no discussion, the 
motion passed 5-0. 
 

c. Resolution 2018-05; Dangerous Building Public Hearing - Mayor Cape opened the public hearing 
regarding the structure located at 104 E. 2

nd
 Avenue, tax lot R 5420DB 08703. Ida Hilty, 2

nd
 Street, 

Amity, OR, stated that she was concerned about people going in and out of the structure. Frederick 
Rodley, S. Trade St., Amity, OR, asked what the City was going to do about the building. It’s an eye 
sore and he has seen people rummaging through the building. Rob Kistler, Millies Lane, Amity, OR, 
asked what the Council is doing about the building. He also asked about the hole in the ground next 
to the building. Melissa Steele, S. Trade St., Amity, OR, stated that she had seen kids in and out of 
the building and the hole next door and also stated that the building was an eye sore.  

 
Mayor Cape closed the public hearing. City Administrator Hogue gave background on the subject 
building. He then read a letter from the City Building Official submitted after visiting the subject site. 
He and the Council discussed the abatement process. Hogue then reviewed possible actions that the 
Council could take and the corresponding resolutions. Councilor Miller asked if Hogue had heard 
anything from the property owner. Hogue had not. Councilor Simonson asked if the City had any right 
to cease the property. Hogue did not believe so. Mayor Cape asked if there was money set aside in 
the upcoming budget for abatements. Hogue stated that a line item was added in the proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2018-19, however, it only possessed $1,000. Mayor Cape asked about utilizing 
Public Works and their equipment to tear down the building to save cost.  The Council talked about 
placing a lien upon the property. Hogue asked Chief Bolek if the bank had taken possession of the 
house. Bolek stated that he has tried to speak to the bank, which did not give him a lot of info, but the 
bank had no plans to do anything with the house. Councilor Simonson moved to adopt Resolution 
2018-05 a resolution finding that the structure located at 104 E 2

nd
 Avenue, Amity, Oregon, Map Tax 

Lot R5420DB 08703, is dangerous or unsafe; and directing that the structure be removed. Councilor 
King seconded the motion. Councilor Miller verified that the owner and the bank would be notified of 
the 45 day notice and if there was no action, the City would begin to take action. With no further 
discussion, the motion passed 5-0. 

 
d. Resolution 2018-06; Approving and Adopting a Supplemental Budget#2 for FY 2017-18 Public 

Hearing - Mayor Cape talked about issues raised during the first Budget Committee meeting in 
regards to the reserve program standards. To address the situation, Mayor Cape suggested 
transferring funds from the Police Reserve Fund to the General Fund to pay for the completion of 
proper background checks for the reserves in order to meet standards and get them back on duty.    
Mayor Cape opened the public hearing.  Fredrick Rodley, S. Trade Street, Amity, OR, asked how 
much was in the Police Reserve Fund. Hogue stated there was approximately $21,000. Councilor 
Simonson asked how many reserves there were. Chief of Police Chris Bolek stated that there were a 
total of 6 and that 4 needed backgrounds and psych evaluations. Bolek then explained the 
importance of getting the reserve backgrounds and evaluations completed. A member of the 
audience asked why the funds need to be moved. Mayor Cape explained the aspects of local budget 
law that regulate that ability to spend funds and why it made the proposed transfer necessary. Mayor 
Cape stated that the City estimated spending $1,600 per reserve. Barb Rowe, Getchell Ave, Amity, 
OR, asked if other people could apply that have already meet the standards. Bolek explained that 
best practices would require the Department to conduct evaluations when switching agencies. 
Councilor Simonson asked Bolek if he knew why the backgrounds and psych evaluations had not 
been done in the past. Sergeant Clark stated that the backgrounds were done, but documentation 
could not be found showing they had been completed. Clark then explained how the backgrounds 
work and how detailed they are. Mayor Cape explained that the City plans on testing two of the 
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reserves immediately. Bolek stated that four reserves need testing and that they may be able to 
complete the process for all four with the amount transferred in the supplemental budget. Councilor 
Simonson asked if there were other training deficiencies that needed to be addressed. Bolek stated 
that it’s a challenge to get reserves trained due to their schedules; however, they are working on 
getting all the officers the necessary training and certifications. Councilor Simonson stated that it 
seemed easier for Amity reserves to be solo here than anywhere else and asked why. Bolek 
explained what is needed to become solo.  Mayor Cape stated that we were still in the public hearing 
portion and that the Council could ask questions once they have heard from the public. Mayor Cape 
explained that the purpose of the public hearing was to transfer funds so that the reserves could get 
the backgrounds completed immediately and that the public safety fee discussion will provide an 
opportunity to review the City’s approach to law enforcement service. The Council discussed why the 
City pays for the qualifications and not the reserves themselves. There were some questions about 
the amount being transferred. The Council and Hogue talked about why the City was transferring the 
amount of $5,000 and why it is necessary to do so through a supplemental budget. Mr. Kistler asked 
if the City owned the certification after paying for it. Councilor Simonson explained that this isn’t for a 
certification, but for a background check/evaluation. Mayor Cape explained that if an officer left the 
City and went to another agency, they would have to have the same background/evaluation done 
through that agency as well. Amity Police Reserve Michael Brandt spoke about being a reserve and 
the process to become a reserve and how he would have to go through the same process anywhere 
he went. Ron Pridemore, Enos St., Amity, OR, stated that it seemed like the City was “putting the cart 
before the horse” since there was an upcoming discussion about a public safety fee and perhaps 
there may not be a need to get these backgrounds done. Mayor Cape stated that he had a valid 
point, but if a decision was made to utilize the Sheriff’s Office, there would be a transition period and 
the reserves would still need to have the background/evaluations done in order to patrol in the 
meantime. Mayor Cape also mentioned that any funds not used could be transferred back.  

 
Mayor Cape closed the public hearing. Sergeant Clark talked in detail about the training of reserve 
officers. Councilor Walker moved to approve Resolution 2018-06, A Resolution Authorizing 
Appropriations Amending the FY2017-18 Budget. Councilor King seconded the motion. With no 
further discussion, the motion passed 4-1 with Councilor Simonson in opposition.  
 

e. Historic Landmarks Committee Application – Councilor Miller moved to appoint Jim Affolter to the 
Historic Landmarks Committee for a term expiring March 2019, filling the remainder of Rob Kistler’s 
term, who resigned September 2016. Councilor King seconded the motion. With no discussion, the 
motion passed 5-0. 
 

f. Public Safety Fee – Mayor Cape gave background on how the City got to the point of discussing a 
public safety fee. He talked about Chief Brown retiring and how the City looked into contracting with 
the Yamhill County Sheriff’s Office or continuing with a local police department. At that time the public 
stressed that they wanted to keep the local police department. Mayor Cape stated that Amity has to 
provide policing in order to be a “city.” Without police service, Amity would no longer be a city. He 
continued by stating that the City hired Chief Bolek. In February, during the City’s goal-setting, Bolek 
informed the Council that the department was not meeting standards or best practices. The Council 
discussed what this might look like moving forward and decided to do a small survey to see what the 
public thought. He stated that he saw in some of the Facebook comments that the City was just trying 
to get more money. He assured the public that it wasn’t about just trying to get more money. It is 
needed to for the police budget and has been needed for quite some time. Mayor Cape stated that 
Amity has a deficiency in its budget compared to other comparable cities. Mayor Cape went over the 
cost options to get the police department to standard. Mayor Cape also stated that another comment 
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he read on Facebook was that this decision should go to the public for vote. Mayor Cape explained 
the issues with doing that, such as the City had passed the deadline to be on May ballot; therefore, 
the City would have to wait till November to be on the next ballot and some of these issues need to 
be addressed sooner rather than later. Mayor Cape stated that it was very important to get feedback 
from the public, the quickest way it could be done was electronically and that’s why the City did an 
online survey.  Mayor Cape discussed the options for how to pay for police services. One option is to 
contract with Sheriff’s Office for a $3 public safety fee, a $15 public safety fee to retain the local 
police department and hire one additional officer in the future, and a $25 public safety fee to the 
retain local police department and hire two additional officers in the future. He then went over the 
results the City received from the survey. The results showed that option 1, contracting with the 
Sheriff and option 2, a $15 public safety fee to retain the local police department were very 
comparable. Councilor Simonson asked if the fee would be per household. Mayor Cape stated it 
would be per utility bill within the city limits. The Council talked about compression and added fees. 
The Council was asked if the police would just say in city limits since the fee is only imposed to utility 
users inside city limits. Mayor Cape explained that it is common practice that Amity and other 
agencies would help each other if needed and that would not change based on the decision made. 
The Council was asked how long the police department has not been meeting standard 
requirements. Mayor Cape stated that it was a hard question to answer. Due to the prior Chief’s 
experience and background the Council felt it was not necessary to micro-manage his department. 
Mayor Cape also stated that the prior Chief ran the department on a very small budget in order to not 
have a fee. Councilor Simonson asked if older cases could be appealed due to the City not being in 
compliance. Chief Bolek stated that it was possible but not likely.  The Council explained that the fee 
in question isn’t part of the water/sewer bill and that adding it to the bill is an effort to save cost. A 
member of the public that does not live in city limits asked if there was a way that residents outside 
city limits could absorb some of the fee to contribute to keeping local law enforcement. Hogue stated 
that anyone could voluntarily donate money. Hogue also mentioned that there wasn’t a way to impose 
a fee to all resident’s outside the city, except through the utility bill.  Mayor Cape and the Council 
explained what the City would get from contracting with the Sheriff’s Office in comparison to what the 
City is getting now with local police. A member of the public asked how the City would make people 
who didn’t see the survey pay the fee. Mayor Cape stated that the City would use the policies it 
already has in place in the same manner as if someone was delinquent on their water bill. Mr. Kistler 
asked what all the variables would be in keeping local law enforcement as opposed to contracting 
with Sheriff’s Office. Mayor Cape stated that a lot would depend on negotiations with the Sheriff’s 
Office. He further explained other factors, such as the time spent doing office work by the Chief.  
Randy Freeman, E. 3

rd
 Ave. stated that he came into City Hall and spoke with Hogue to get some 

clarification on the numbers. Mr. Freeman then when on to go over his calculations. Mr. Freeman 
asked what the end dollar amount would be to bring the department up to standard and when the fee 
would end. Mayor Cape stated that there is never enough and that there is always something 
address next. Mayor Cape also stated that the proposal given by the Chief is to meet minimum 
requirements and that it would not cover everything. Therefore, funds would still be needed to 
continue to improve the department. Heather Harris, SE Amity Road talked about the survey and how 
anyone could answer it. She asked if the City would shut people’s water off if they didn’t pay the fee. 
She also stated that if the City knew the actual numbers because it sounded like the City was 
including everyone that receives a water bill. In regard to her comment about the survey, Mayor Cape 
stated that there is never a perfect way and that there may be discrepancies. A member of the public 
asked if there was a way that the survey could go out in the water bills so that everyone had an 
opportunity to respond. Mayor Cape responded that there wasn’t enough time to get them in the 
water bills, due to the timing of the meeting. The Yamhill County Sheriff stated that he was present to 
advocate for Chief Bolek. He also went over how citizen’s tax payments are split between numerous 
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funds within the County’s General Fund. He gave a brief overview of what contracting with the 
Sheriff’s Office would look like. Barb Rowe, Getchell Ave, asked if the City had decided to contract 
with the County back in October, would the City be having this meeting now. Councilor Walker stated 
that the City knew their budget and the funds were not there to support contracting with the County. In 
addition, the response from the community assisted in the Council’s decision. Rowe stated that had 
the people known that they would later have to pay a fee, they may have changed their mind. 
Councilor Walker agreed and stated that the Council was unaware of the deficiencies at that time. 
Rowe asked if there could be another public hearing to find out if the citizen’s that were present at the 
October meeting would be willing to pay $15 or $25 a month to keep local police.  Mayor Cape stated 
that holding another public meeting is a possibility. Sergeant Clark addressed some of the comments 
that were made by the public. He also stated that he and probably a lot of other citizens of the 
community were unaware that the Council would be making this decision tonight.  Desarae Husky, 
Waddell Ave, talked about the fact that the people of Amity pay a privilege tax on their electric bill.  
She talked about budgeting and the impact the fee would have on some of the citizens. She asked if 
the fee was the only way to get the needed funds. Councilor King suggested that Husky join the 
Budget Committee or attend the budget meeting.  Husky stated that it’s getting too expensive to live 
in Amity. Judy McMullen, Stanley Street, stated that she did research with other cities to get a 
comparison. She questioned why the City contracts to have water meters read. The Council 
explained that the City’s equipment to read meters died and would cost the City around $6,000 to 
replace. It also saved the Public Works Department a considerable amount of time, which saves 
money. Heather Freeman, E. 3

rd
 Ave. asked if Amity would lose current police officers. Mayor Cape 

stated that the Sheriff would have to offer them a job. She also asked if the City contracted with the 
Sheriff, would we have the same type of coverage and what would the cost difference be. Mayor 
Cape explained that the City would get two officers at 80 hours and it would depend on how their time 
was spent. Bolek stated that James would be absorbed by the Sheriff’s Office, but that he wouldn’t be 
assigned to Amity. He briefly reviewed how the Police Department currently spends their time. Lastly, 
he mentioned how he, the reserves, and the sergeant are doing the best they can with what they 
have. However, the Department cannot continue to run in the manner it has been. A member of the 
public thanked the police for the added patrol at the park.  

 
Councilor Walker moved to table this discussion until the next council meeting on June 6, 2018 and 
send out a mailing to notify the public of the topic. Council King seconded the motion. Councilor 
Daley mentioned that there seems to be an incomplete picture and would like to notify the public of 
what they would be getting with the available options. With no further discussion, the motion passed 
4-1 with Councilor Simonson opposed.  

 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
 
City Administrator by Justin Hogue: Hogue submitted a written report. Hogue stated that the survey had been 
done at the water reservoir. He stated that Mr. Greene stated there was more property than he had originally 
thought and asked for double the amount, totaling $10,000 to purchase part of his property. The Council 
decided to not accept Mr. Greene’s counter offer. Hogue stated that he added this amount into the grant to 
see if it could be covered. Mayor Cape asked if Mr. Greene could wait until the City finds out if the cost is 
grant eligible. Hogue will check with Mr. Greene.  
 
Next, Hogue talked about Tourism Committee member Barbara Bond forming a grant sub-committee of the 
Tourism Committee that would be responsible for discovering and applying for grants. Councilor Simonson 
moved to allow Barbara Bond to form a sub-committee to seek out grant opportunities for the City of Amity’s 
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Tourism Committee. Councilor Walker seconded the motion. Council King asked what the money would go 
towards. Hogue stated that it would go towards hosting a website to promote tourism. Councilor Miller asked 
if the Committee would provide the Council a proposal prior to applying for any grants. Hogue stated that it 
could be set up that way. With no further discussion, the motion passed 5-0. 
 
Next, Hogue spoke about the Building Code Program. He stated that he and the City Manager of Sheridan 
are meeting with the Yamhill County Planning Department to see if they will take over the City’s building 
program.  
 
Lastly, Hogue talked about a student that was interested in doing some improvements to the skate park. 
Hogue stated that he didn’t want the City to take on any financial responsibly in this project. Hogue 
recommended that the student consult with a professional firm such as Dreamland Skateparks out Lincoln 
City. The Council agreed.  
 
City Recorder by Jackie Loos: Loos submitted a written report and had nothing to add. There were no 
questions for Loos. 
 
Public Works Report by Gary Mathis:  Mathis submitted a written report and had nothing to add. There were 
no questions for Mathis; however, Councilor Walker thanked Mathis for his detailed report.  
 
Police Report by Chris Bolek: Chief Bolek submitted a written report and had nothing to add. Mayor Cape 
asked if Bolek could total up the numbers on the “Call Type” report. There were no more questions for Bolek. 
 
Library Report by Marcia Robbins: Head Librarian Robbins was not present but submitted a report. There 
were no questions for Robbins. Mayor Cape stated that Marcia was a pleasure and was doing a great job. 
 
City Engineer Report: There was a report submitted. There were no questions for the Engineer.  
 
City Planner Report: City Planner was not present; however, an itemized invoice was presented to the 
Council. There were no questions for the Planner. 
 
City Attorney Report by Branch Law, LLC: City Attorney Brian Branch was not present and did not submit a 
report. There were no questions for the City Attorney.  
 
 

REPORTS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCILORS: 
 
Mayor Cape- Mayor Cape submitted a written report and had nothing to add. Mayor Cape mentioned that he 
would like to see training for the Council on land use so that they understand the legality of it all.  Hogue 
stated that he has been in contact with COG in regard to training. He stated that there is a cost and in order 
to reduce the cost, the City could invite other cities to participate. Mayor Cape asked the Council if they would 
be available for a date in June. Hogue will inform the Council when he received more information. There were 
no questions for Mayor Cape. 
 
Councilor King- Chairperson for the Police Committee There were no questions for Councilor King. 
 
Councilor Miller- Chairperson for the Community Engagement Committee submitted a written report and had 
nothing to add. Councilor Miller confirmed that Councilor Daley and King were helping with the clean-up 
event. The Mayor will be there as well. There were no more questions for Councilor Miller.   
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Councilor Walker- Chairperson for the Ordinance Committee submitted a written report. Councilor Walker 
stated he received some information from Hogue on design standards and will be working with Hogue on 
that. Councilor Walker also stated that he received a complaint in regard to parking and he will be working 
with Chief Bolek and Hogue on that issue. There were no questions for Councilor Walker.    
 
 
Councilor Daley – Chairperson for the Water & Sewer Committee submitted a written report and had nothing 
to add. There were no questions for Councilor Daley. 
 
Councilor van Soolen- Chairperson for the Parks and Streets Committee did not submit a written report and 
was not present. There were no questions for Councilor van Soolen. 
 
Councilor Simonson- Chairperson for the Finance Committee had nothing to report. There were no questions 
for Councilor Simonson. 
  
Councilor Walker moved to adjourn. Councilor King seconded the motion. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Approved by City Council June 6, 2018 

 

 
___________________________________ 
Michael Cape, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
___________________________________ 
Jackie Loos, City Recorder 
 
 


