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REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 CITY OF AMITY, OR 
 
 Minutes 
 
A Regular Meeting of the City of Amity City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 6, 2019 
in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 109 Maddox, Amity, Oregon. 
 
Councilors Present 
Councilor Ryan Lehman, Councilor Robert Andrade, Councilor Jenna Goings and Mayor Michael Cape 
 
Councilors Absent 
Councilor Nickolas Wilkinson 
 
Staff Present 
City Administrator Michael Thomas, City Treasurer/Recorder Natasha Johnson and Public Works 
Superintendent Gary Mathis 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Councilor Lehman moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilor Andrade 
seconded and with no further discussion motion passed 3-0. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS/QUESTIONS: 

A. DIG Report: Caralyn Miller presented the DIG Report. She gave an update on the tree lighting.  
Santa will be at the tree lighting and the Fire Dept. will be doing the parade. She asked for 
confirmation from the Mayor if he will light the tree.  Mayor Cape said he will light the Christmas tree. 
 Mayor Cape asked Caralyn if she can connect with Councilor Goings regarding Christmas Done 
Bright.  Caralyn will get in contact with Councilor Goings.  There was nothing further from DIG.  
  

B. CITIZEN COMMENTS:  Joann M. had a question regarding the spray-painted lines on streets 
between Waddell and Jellison.  Gary Mathis said they are to help crews locate fiber optic cable for 
NW Natural. Joann M. asked if they would change water/sewer lines; Gary said this will not affect the 
water/sewer lines.  
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 NONE 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Accept the fiscal year 2018-19 audit report:  City Administrator Thomas discussed the highlights of 
the new Audit and mentioned that there were three minor discrepancies found in the Audit.  He said 
that overall this was a good Audit Report.  Councilor Lehman asked about the three discrepancies 
and requested more detail. City Administrator Thomas went what the three discrepancies were as 
described in the report.  City Administrator Thomas said they would need to have them fixed by next 
audit.  Councilor Ryan Lehman moved to accept the Fiscal Year 2018-19 Audit Report.  Councilor 
Goings seconded and with no further discussion; the motion passed 3-0.  
  

B. OLCC Application:  Councilor Lehman moved to approve liquor license application for Williamson 
Road Farm LLC located at 111 5th St.  Councilor Jenna Goings seconded.  There was discussion 
with the Councilors regarding application.  Councilor Andrade asked for clarification on the business 
and its location.  Mayor Cape explained the process of approval of OLCC Applications to members 
of the public in attendance. Councilor Lehman asked City Recorder Johnson if the owner that is 
requesting the OLCC License already has a business license with the City. City Recorder Johnson 
verified that the applicant does have a business license.  With no further discussion motion passed 
3-0. 
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C. Options to meet USDA requirements for utility connection:  City Administrator Thomas went over the 

different recommendations regarding the USDA requirements for ensure a reliable number of utility 
connections within the City. City Administrator Thomas recommended that the City approve City 
Ordinance 657, which mandates water utility connections.  Mayor Cape asked for clarification that 
option three is City Administrator Thomas’ recommendation, which he confirmed. Councilor Andrade 
asked how such an ordinance will affect residents outside city limits.  City Administrator Thomas 
stated that the City cannot mandate outside city limits but can mandate inside City limits.  Councilor 
Andrade asked if outside city limits residents can switch from city water to well water.  City 
Administrator Thomas explained that, yes, the residents can request approvals for wells with the 
county, but it is unlikely they would be approved.  Mayor Cape also brought up that the city is not 
allowing new water connections to be hooked up to the city outside of city limits. 
 
Councilor Lehman moved to approve City Ordinance Number 657, “Residents’ Connection to the 
City’s Water System.”  Councilor Goings seconded motion. Councilor Lehman asked if this is 
considered the first reading regarding the new City Ordinance.  City Administrator Thomas said yes 
this is the first reading.  With no further discussion motion passed 3-0.  
 

D. Announcement of Upcoming LOC Events:  Mayor Cape went over the training courses coming up 
and how they would be good classes to go to for Councilor Goings, but also any City Councilor or 
employee who wanted a refresher.   

 
E. Approval to Revise City’s Development Code:  Mayor Cape gave brief explanation regarding City’s 

Development Code and how the Planning Commission would like to undertake more extensive 
action regarding overhauling the City’s Development Codes.  City Administrator Thomas explained to 
Council what they would be approving.  The Council would authorize the Planning Commission to 
make the 12 amendments to the current code, as submitted to Council. Additionally, they would 
authorize the expenditures to undertake the work required. The City received a $1000 grant to offset 
the cost of the project. The Planning Commission would be able to start the process but still would 
need Council Approval and City Staff Approval along the way.  Planning Commissioner Rob Kistler 
went over the proposed list of changes. 
 
Mayor Cape explained there are two motions.  The first motion approves the Planning Commission 
to undertake the work to make the 12 amendments to the code, as provided to Council. The second 
motion approves the Council to grant funding to undertake possible further action to revise and 
update Amity’s Development Code. Councilor Goings asked for clarification with the motions. City 
Administrator Thomas explained more in depth what the motions mean and would entail.  First, the 
Council is approving the Planning Commission to make the 12 amendments as presented and to pay 
for the work to do so. This would include public hearings in the Planning Commission.  Second the 
Council could devise future changes to the code, given that the Commission sought the funding, and 
got approval for each proposed set of changes to the code. Mayor Cape explained even further 
regarding the process. 
 
Councilor Lehman moved to approve authorizing the City’s Planning Commission to initiate the 
legislative amendment process necessary to revise the City’s Development Code with the 
amendments proposed and authorize the expenditures as listed.  Councilor Andrade seconded.  
With no further discussion motion passed 3-0. 
 
Councilor Lehman then went on to state that he would rather have the Planning Commission work on 
the newly approved list of 12 amendments, first, before the City spends anymore funds to revise the 
Development Code. He made it clear his desire to have the Planning Commission find a grant before 
approving the second motion. However, Mayor Cape explained the second motion is approving them 
to independently seek grant funding.  Councilor Andrade asked for clarification on what would occur 
if the Planning Commission finds a grant; could they spend the grant money to change the code on 
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their own?  Mayor Cape said, no. He then went over how grant money works and how the funds 
would be able to be spent.  Mayor Cape described that the Commission would need to seek Council 
approval before taking further code amendments. 
 
Then Planning Commissioner Rob Kistler attempted to clarify. He stated that the request is for the 
Council to authorize Planning Commission to independently find grant funding. Once found, then the 
Commission would develop a further list of potential code and return to the Council for approval to 
start another amendment process. City Administrator Thomas agreed, stating that the Planning 
Commission would need City Staff and Council approval before undertaking further code changes. 
Councilor Lehman is fine with Planning Commission looking for grant but as long as not to spend 
City funds. Councilor Andrade stated for the record that he wants citizen input on any new changes 
to the Code, beyond the 12 just approved. 
 
Councilor Lehman moved to approve authorizing the City’s Planning Commission to undertake 
further actions, by independently seeking new grant funding and developing potential new code 
amendments for Council approval to pursue. The Planning Commission Chairperson would delegate 
who on the commission would seek the grant, what if any further amendments are necessary, and 
draft up the proposals for the changes, under the oversight of City Staff.  Councilor Goings seconded 
motion and with no further discussion motion passed 3-0. 
 

F. Surplus Inventory Request – Two of Public Works Trucks:  Councilor Lehman moved to approve the 
surplus request.  Councilor Goings seconded motion.  Mayor Cape asked if the two vehicles are still 
operational.  Public Works Gary Mathis said yes, they are still operational.  Mayor Cape asked for 
how long the sale will be opened. City Administrator Thomas sated he was hopeful to get the 
vehicles up for auction in the next 30 days with the County but left that process to Public Works.  
Mayor Cape asked whether or not the City would do it in house, but said he’d prefer not going “in-
house” for the sale. City Administrator Thomas said he is open to any suggestions on unloading the 
vehicles.  With no further discussion motion passed 3-0. 

 
G. Resolution 2019-10 – A Resolution Approving a $1,000 One-Time Bonus for Performance to City 

Recorder/Treasurer Natasha Johnson.  Mayor Cape went over Resolution 2019-10.  Councilor 
Lehman moved to approve the Resolution 2019-10 for a one-time $1,000 bonus for Natasha 
Johnson payable in full in the next immediate pay period.  Councilor Goings seconded and with no 
further discussion motion passed 3-0. 

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
 
 

A. City Recorder Report by Natasha Johnson:  City Recorder Natasha Johnson submitted her report 
and went over upcoming events, mostly pertaining to the holiday season. She updated Council 
regarding the Christmas Tree Lighting, stating everything is set and that Public Works will be getting 
the tree. She then continued stating that the Christmas Done Bright event needs set date.  With 
Council they set the date as December 20th for grading and December 21st to hand out prizes.  
Mayor Cape recommended that City Recorder Johnson coordinate with Councilor Goings and past 
Councilor Caralyn Miller for ideas for prizes and list of past winners.   
 
She then went over the budget regarding our Community Events.  Due to the costs, there will be no 
holiday movie this year, but the City should revisit it after holidays and see where the budget is 
regarding event(s) spending. City Recorder Johnson also brought up the Mayor’s desire to provide a 
State of City and asked for possible dates. Mayor Cape suggested waiting on setting date. City 
Recorder Johnson also said that she sent to Council copy of survey and requested that Council and 
the Mayor look over the survey before finalizing and approving it during the December Council 
meeting. There were no additional comments for City Recorder.  

 



Regular Meeting of the Council           Minutes  
November 6, 2019                     
 
 
 
 

Page 4 of 5 
 
 
 

B. City Administrator Report by Mike Thomas:  City Administrator Thomas submitted his report and 
added City was able to get a $100,000 Small Cities Allotment (SCA) grant to pave roads.  There 
were no additional comments for City Administrator.  
 

C. Public Works Report by Gary Mathis: Public Works Supt. Gary Mathis submitted his report and had 
nothing further to add. Councilor Goings asked for update regarding Public Works’ new Part-Time 
employee, Frank Tjaden. Superintendent Mathis updated Council on Frank’s work. There were no 
additional comments for Public Works. 

 
D. Law Enforcement Report by Sheriff’s Office:  Sergeant Whitlow gave update regarding surplus 

vehicles; the Amity Police Department’s remaining Ford Crown Vic ended up not selling. The person 
who won the bid didn’t follow through on the deal and therefore the sale was cancelled. Sgt. Whitlow 
stated they would try to sell the car again soon.  Then the new Sheriff Supervisor, Sergeant High, 
introduced himself.  He is now the Supervisor assigned to Amity, overseeing our assigned Deputies. 
Mayor Cape asked for update regarding the Sheriff’s involvement in the Christmas parade.  Sgt. 
High stated that the Sheriff’s Office will have staff available for the parade.  He then requested that 
for future events, the City email him, and he will coordinate. Sgt. High concluded by stating that he 
will attend Council meetings as best he can.  

 
E. Library Report by Marcia Robbins: The Librarian, Marcia Robbins, submitted a report and she was 

not present at the meeting.  There were no additional comments for the Library.  
 

F. City Engineer Billing Report:  See attached billing and nothing to add.  
 

G. City Attorney Report:  See attached billing and nothing to add 
 

H. City Planner Report:  See attached billing and nothing to add. 
 
 

BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS: 
 

A. Mayor Report by Mayor Michael Cape:  Mayor Cape submitted his report and added a reminder to 
the Council to submit Committee Reports to City Recorder Johnson ahead of time if possible and 
that the reports are important to have included in the agenda, so that the City remains in compliance 
with state record laws.  There were no additional comments for Mayor Cape.    
 

B. Councilor Robert Andrade Report:  Councilor Andrade went over email he received from the City 
Administrator.  He wants to see the City publicize more on what the City does and where it is with the 
status of major projects. He says he doesn’t like seeing all the abuse on social media and providing 
this information would help to ease the abuse. Mayor Cape agrees with Councilor Andrade and 
added that the City always has had Councilors that care, and do what is best, for the City.  Mayor 
Cape suggested if anyone had ideas on how to handle social media and get the word out then to 
please share with the Council and Staff. City Administrator Thomas commented that he is trying to 
get more info out on social media. Mayor Cape brought up that the City does have a social media 
policy and the City could have Ordinance Committee look over the policy and possibly update it for 
the modern era. There were no further comments for Councilor Andrade. 

 
C. Councilor Jenna Goings:  Councilor Goings thanked all the Staff and Council that helped with the 

Harvest Party.  Biggest turn out this year that the event has had and is looking forward to next year.  
Mayor Cape thanked Councilor Goings and apologized for missing the event.  There were no 
comments for Councilor Goings.  
 

D. Councilor Ryan Lehman report:  Councilor Lehman stated that he reviewed the bills and had nothing 
else to add. There were no additional comments for Councilor Lehman.  
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E. Councilor Nickolas Wilkinson report: Councilor Wilkinson was not present at the meeting.  Mayor 

Cape asked if staff could reach out and see when or if he is planning on coming back.  
   

 Councilor Lehman moved to adjourn. Councilor Andrade seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0. 
 
Approved by City December 4, 2019 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael Cape, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
_________________________________ 
Natasha Johnson, City Recorder 


	Staff Present

