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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 CITY OF AMITY, OR 
 
 Minutes 
 
A Special Meeting of the City of Amity City Council was held at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 1, 2018 in 
the Council Chambers, City Hall, 109 Maddox, Amity, Oregon. 
 
Councilors Present 
Councilor William Daley, Councilor Dawn King, Councilor Caralyn Miller (arrived at 6:10 p.m.) 
Councilor Joshua Simonson, Councilor Rudy van Soolen, Councilor Max Walker, and Mayor Michael Cape. 
 
Councilors Absent 
 
Staff Present 
City Administrator Justin Hogue, City Treasurer/Recorder Jackie Loos, and Police Chief Chris Bolek.  
 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS/QUESTIONS:  
Eddie Forney, Nursery Avenue, stated that he researched information regarding the chief position and asked 
if the pay scale could be raised in order to attract more applicants. Mayor Cape stated that it would not be 
impossible, however, the money would have to come from another area of the budget. Councilor van Soolen 
asked Mr. Forney if he had looked at other small cities in the area to see what other chiefs of police were 
making. Mr. Forney stated that he found that Amity offers approximately $10,000 less for the chief of police 
position salary than comparable cities. Stacey Jones, Nursery Avenue, asked if the city administrator wage 
could go toward the chief of police salary since the City does not need a city administrator. Mayor Cape 
stated that if it was decided to not retain a city administrator position, the funds could go toward something 
else. Mike Brandt, does not live within city limits, stated that he thinks the City should release Chief Bolek, 
retain Sergeant Clark as the interim chief, and hire two full-time officers right away. He also thinks that there 
should be a section on the newsletter informing citizens on where the City stands so that the community feels 
more informed. Councilor van Soolen stated that the newsletter has a message from the Mayor each month 
that talks about pertinent information. Mayor Cape stated that he has had several conversations with 
Sergeant Clark, where he indicated that he was not interested in the chief position. Mayor Cape also 
mentioned that the chief position has been open, and that Clark has known about the position and has not 
applied. Mayor Cape talked about the comments he has read on social media, alluding to conspiracies and 
stating inaccurate information. Sergeant Clark talked about how he met with Councilor King to try to come up 
with other ideas. Clark stated that he would be willing to fill in until January, but could not commit past that 
time since he is accepting a job elsewhere. Clark suggested that the City hire two patrol officers and when he 
leaves hire someone on a contract basis to provide administrative services in the interim. Mr. Forney asked if 
the Council had ever thought about doing a podcast to help with communication with the community. The 
Council thought that it was a good idea and would consider the suggestion.      

    
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. Chief of Police Recruitment – Mayor Cape talked about his suggestion from last Council meeting 
regarding contracting with the County for a short period until the City found a chief. He stated that 
Hogue met with the Sheriff, who said that a contract for a short period would not be feasible because 
they would have to amend the budget, essentially layoff a deputy, and that they would need the 
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agreement to be more long term. Councilor van Soolen stated that the City should advertise longer 
for the chief of police position. The Council talked about how the City had already advertised for a 
total of 6 weeks. Mayor Cape stated that the salary was a problem with finding a qualified 
replacement. Mayor Cape talked about how the City advertised, received two applicants, and after 
interviewing those applicants the City advertised again with no success. Mayor Cape then mentioned 
that the City received a communication from a gentleman in New Jersey that was not certified in 
Oregon.  
 
Councilor Walker moved to authorize City Administrator Justin Hogue to enter into contract 
negotiations with the Yamhill County Sheriff’s Office for 2.5 FTE to provide police services to the City 
of Amity, beginning December 1, 2018. Councilor Simonson seconded the motion. Councilor van 
Soolen asked how much it would cost. Councilor Walker stated that the annual cost would be 
$117,186.17 per deputy and that for 2.5 deputies, it would be almost identical to the 2018-19 adopted 
budget. Councilor Walker stated that it would provide the City around 100 hours of patrol coverage 
per week and that the City would be able to have an officer in the city everyday during the busiest 
hours of the day, depending on negotiations. Councilor King stated that she spoke with a Sheriff 
Deputy, which stated that the County was low on deputies and wondered how they were going to be 
able to dedicate officers in Amity.  Councilor Miller asked if the deputies would have an office or if 
they would be just patrolling during their assigned shift. Councilor Walker stated that he understands 
that they would just be patrolling, however, it did not mean they would not have office time to do 
reports. Mayor Cape stated that the City would work with whoever oversaw those deputies to 
determine what their assignments would be. The Council discussed what services the City would 
receive from the Sheriff’s Office. Mayor Cape stated that the Sheriff has made plans to be prepared 
to place deputies within Amity. The Council discussed the possibility of the contract cost rising each 
year. Councilor Walker stated that cost will increase no matter which direction the City goes. The 
Council continued to discuss contracting. Councilor Miller asked if the YCOM dues would be an 
additional cost. Hogue stated that it was an additional fee that has already been budgeted in the 
City’s general fund. Councilor King asked if the public safety fee would decrease if the City contracted 
with the Sheriff’s Office. The Council discussed the ordinance that was adopted in July establishing 
the public safety fee and concluded that the ordinance’s purpose and intent of the public safety fee is 
to provide the City with funding for police services. Mayor Cape stated that a decision needed to be 
made. Councilor King moved to table until the regular council meeting. Councilor van Soolen 
seconded the motion. Motion failed 2-3 with 1 abstention. Mayor Cape asked if there was any further 
discussion on the initial motion to authorize City Administrator Justin Hogue to enter into contract 
negotiations with the Yamhill County Sheriff’s Office for 2.5 FTE to provide police services to the City 
of Amity, beginning December 1, 2018. With no further discussion the motion passed 3-2 with 1 
abstention.  
 

c. City Administrator Recruitment – Mayor Cape stated that City Administrator Hogue had accepted a 
position with the County; therefore, a recruitment process would be necessary. Mayor Cape talked 
about the need for a city administrator. He also talked about the recruitment process and asked how 
the Council wanted to proceed. He talked about the Mid-Willamette Council of Governments 
(MWVCOG) and what services they would provide through a contract, which would cost $7,500. 
There was also a proposal from Jensen Strategies for recruitment services, which would cost a 
maximum of $9,800. Mayor Cape and the Council discussed the possibility of an interim 
administrator as it would take around 6 months to find a city administrator. Councilor van Soolen 
moved to recruit in house for an administrator and have the Mayor serve as interim. Councilor 
Simonson seconded the motion. Mayor Cape spoke about how he would be unable to serve as an 
interim. Councilor Simonson amend the motion to recruit in house for an interim city administrator. 
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Councilor van Soolen seconded the motion as amended. With no further discussion, the motion 
passed 6-0. 

 
Councilor van Soolen moved to adjourn. Councilor Daley seconded the motion. Motion passed 6-0. 

 

Approved by City Council December 5, 2018 

 

 

 
___________________________________ 
Michael Cape, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

 
___________________________________ 
Jackie Loos, City Recorder 


