
Regular Meeting of the Council           Minutes  
February 5, 2020                     
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 6 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 CITY OF AMITY, OR 
 
 Minutes 
 
A Regular Meeting of the City of Amity City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 5, 2020 in 
the Council Chambers, City Hall, 109 Maddox, Amity, Oregon. 
 
Councilors Present 
Councilor Ryan Lehman, Councilor Robert Andrade, Councilor Jenna Goings, Councilor Nickolas Wilkinson, 
Councilor Napua Rich, Councilor Sandy McArthur and Mayor Michael Cape 
 
Councilors Absent 
None 
 
Staff Present 
City Administrator Michael Thomas, City Treasurer/Recorder Natasha Johnson and Public Works Gary Mathis 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Councilor Lehman moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilor Goings seconded 
and with no further discussion motion passed 6-0. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS/QUESTIONS: 

A. DIG Report: Deb Conrad presented the DIG Report. Deb went over the Amity Daffodil Festival that will 
take place in May.  DIG will be going around to local businesses to hang flyers.  DIG will be replacing 
some of the banners downtown.  The new banners will be purchased by local businesses.  With the new 
banners there will need to be additional brackets.  They need 15 more brackets.  DIG is hoping the City 
will help with the purchase of the new brackets, as they cost around $250 each. Finally, Deb discussed 
the upcoming area Art Tour. 
 
Councilor Andrade asked how much brackets are going to cost.  Deb said they would cost $250 apiece. 
Mayor Cape asked if DIG would look into getting different price quotes for the brackets.  Councilor 
Andrade asked maybe if DIG could look into a company that would either fabricate or donate them.  
Councilor Lehman asked the purchase cost per banner to a sponsoring business. Deb wasn’t positive on 
the cost per banner. Mayor Cape said the overall cost would be around $3,400. With that, there were no 
further questions for DIG.  

 
B. Juliette’s House Proclamation Request – National Child Abuse Prevention Month:  Carol a 

Representative from Juliette’s House went over the background details regarding this proclamation.  She 
said Eli Cox will be working with the Amity High School leadership class on this project. They request 
something on the City’s website or other places that go out city-wide to help get the word out about the 
Prevention Month. Mayor Cape asked if they desired a donation this year like they requested last year. 
She said they would appreciate any donation this year and last year the City gave about $250.   
 
Councilor Lehman moved to approve the proclamation to support of child abuse prevention month for 
April 2020 and approve a $250 donation to Juliette’s House. Councilor Andrade seconded and with no 
further discussion motion passed 6-0.  There were no more questions for Juliette’s House. 
  

C. CITIZEN COMMENTS:  There were none.  
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Complete City Administrator’s Evaluation:  Mayor Cape compiled all the evaluations and went over the 

rating system used.  He explained that the scale only went up to 4, but there were some ratings of 5, so 
he averaged them out.  City Administrator Thomas’ rating out of 88 points was 66.13 points; which 
comes out to be 75.1%; which is an average rank of 3.  The Mayor says that this leaves room for 
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improvement, but it’s an overall good rating.  Mayor Cape says he is very pleased with City Administrator 
Michael Thomas, but that the Administrator needs more time for experience.  City Administrator Michael 
Thomas accepts the evaluation. Neither the public nor the Council provided further comments. Councilor 
Wilkinson moved to recommend concluding the City Administrator’s 6-month evaluation and vote to 
retain him, thereby concluding his probationary status.  Councilor Lehman seconded and with no further 
discussion, the motion passed 6-0.  Mayor Cape asked the Council if any of them would like to sign the 
evaluation or if they are okay with him signing it. The Council all agreed to have Mayor Cape sign the 
evaluation. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Interview Applicants and Appoint New Planning Commissioner:  Mayor Cape introduced three of the four 
Planning Applicants (applicant McKenzie Davis was not present). Mayor Cape explained to the 
applicants that there is currently only one open seat on the Planning Commission, but the City has other 
Committees with openings; requesting that they consider another Committee if they do not get appointed 
on the Planning Commission. 
 
Mayor Cape asked each applicant in-turn to describe what a conflict of interest is for a Planning 
Commissioner. Each applicant gave their answer as to what they thought a conflict of interest meant.  
Upon completing the responses, Mayor Cape gave his explanation of a conflict of interest.  Applicant 
Bobbi F. then proceeded to add that if the public perceived a Commissioner having a conflict of interest 
then the Commissioner should step down. 
 
Mayor Cape followed-up by asking each applicant to describe the steps involved to process a single-
family dwelling permit and application.  Each applicant provided their response in-turn, explaining the 
steps as they understood it. Each applicant provided roughly the same answer to the question.  
 
Mayor Cape next asked each applicant what the steps there would be for a business development to 
begin operating at 416 Trade, a property that is currently for sale with a pre-existing building. Each 
applicant explained what they thought the steps entailed to begin a business.  
 
The Mayor allowed Councilor Andrade to ask a question. Councilor Andrade asked each applicant if they 
would have applied for this position if the Dollar General proposal wasn’t currently on the table before the 
Planning Commission.  The applicants all stated that Dollar General’s application didn’t affect their 
reason to apply. Then Courtnie B. and Bobbi F. each explained a little bit of their own personal reasons 
as to why they applied to be on the Planning Commission.  
 
Next, Councilor Rich asked the applicants what sets them aside from the other applicants. The 
applicants all explained what sets them apart from the other applicants.  
 
At this point, Mayor Cape interjected and reiterated that Councilors need to be conscious and avoid 
discussing the Dollar General application any further.   
 
Councilor Lehman asked the applicants to provide the Council two reasons why the Council shouldn’t 
appoint them. The applicants each explained their shortfalls and the reasons why Council shouldn’t 
appoint them.  
 
Councilor Lehman then asked if any of the applicants had attended Planning Commission meetings in 
the past, specifically referencing any meeting prior to the Dollar General proposal meeting.  Every 
applicant stated that they have not been to a planning meeting in Amity. 
 
Councilor Lehman concluded by asking if the applicants could work collaboratively with the current 
Planning Commissioners?  All the applicants said they could do so; however Bobbi F. added that she 
doesn’t know any of them but would try her best.  
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Councilor Andrade interjected and asked Planning Commissioner Kistler, who was in attendance, if the 
Council missed any questions (questions the Council should ask of the applicants).  Commissioner 
Kistler said that it is important to appoint someone that understands what it takes to be on the Planning 
Commission. He then stated that he has respect for City Planner Holly Byram and recommended that 
she describe a good Commissioner. Put on the spot, City Planner Holly Byram said that in working with 
multiple cities as a contract planner, it is her professional opinion that the best planning commissions 
occur when they (Commissioners) show up to meetings, they have read the packets, have questions 
prepared for the meeting, are respectful to fellow commissioners and the public, and have a 
understanding of their own development code. Commissioner Kistler sat back in the audience and 
Councilor Andrade had no further questions or comments.  
 
Mayor Cape then brought up the fourth applicant, MacKenzie D. Mayor Cape said that her application is 
in each Councilor’s agenda packet and the Council can consider her for the position, even though she is 
not in attendance for the meeting. 
  
Councilor Goings asked the applicants, based on what City Planner Byram stated earlier, do any of the 
applicants have anything further to add about why they should be appointed? Courtnie B. added how 
she thought it was interesting to hear how citizens input can help with Planning Commission decisions. 
She gave a relevant example from a Planning Commission meeting she recently attended.  Courtnie B. 
wants to be on the Commission to help people for many years to come.  Dave V. stated that he had 
nothing to really add, except that he wanted to be engaged in the process.  Bobbi F. stated she would 
like to see a typical planning package so she can be prepared, but stated that having good 
communication is key.  
 
Next, Councilor Goings asked each applicant their strengths and weaknesses. Each applicant provided 
an example of their personal strengths and weaknesses for the Council. With the conclusion of these 
comments, there were no more questions from the Council for the applicants. 
 
At this time, Councilor Rich asked if the Council could hold off on the decision to appoint a new 
Commissioner until after the upcoming Planning Commission meeting, scheduled for February 18th.  In 
reply, Mayor Cape went over the options to the Council, as provided by the City Attorney, for choosing 
an applicant for the vacant seat. Upon completing the recital of these options, Councilor Lehman moved 
to appoint Courtnie Belanger for a 30-day pro temp period to the Amity Planning Commission and to 
authorize the Amity Planning Commission chairperson to swear in the appointee, Ms Belanger, to their 
position at the March 9, 2020 Planning Commission meeting. Councilor Goings seconded and with no 
further discussion motion passed 6-0.    
 
With the vote complete, applicant/citizen Bobbi F. then asked for clarification as to why every position 
within the City of importance one must be a resident, with the exception of the Planning Commission. 
Mayor Cape explained the Planning Commission looks at areas outside city limits for future growth and 
stated it is beneficial to have a member outside of the City for this reason.  Bobbi F. then asked why 
matters outside of the city limits wouldn’t be the purview of the (Yamhill) county to arbitrate. Planner 
Byram explained that most Oregon cities and counties do have a coordinating agreement in place to 
delineate between city and county matters. In conclusion, Mayor Cape explained he hasn’t spent a lot of 
time researching it; moving the council on to other business.  

 
B. Reappoint Current Planning Commissioners: Mayor Cape gave background stating that both Planning 

Commissioners Ryan Jones and Steve Ruyle want to be reappointed to the Planning Commission for 
another term. Councilor Goings moved to re-appoint Commissioner Ryan Jones and Commissioner 
Steve Ruyle to the Amity Planning Commission to a term to expire December 31, 2023.  Councilor 
Lehman seconded and with no further discussion motion passed 6-0.  
 

C. City Staff Update on Damages City Park Structure:  City Administrator Thomas gave his update 
regarding the damage at the City Park to the structure there.  The City’s insurance policy covers the full 
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cost to repair the structure back to its pre-damaged condition.  City Staff would make proposals to the 
Council for repair options and allow the Council to vote how to proceed. City Administrator Thomas will 
bring these options to the next Council meeting.  Councilor Lehman asked if we have to bring it up to 
code.  Administrator Thomas said, yes, if Council chooses to build it back to how it was previously, then 
it would need to meet code, for example ADA compliance.   
 

D. Approve Development Code Changes:  Mayor Cape read the script for Legislative Amendment, City File 
#1911-01LA. City Planner Byram gave her staff report and the background regarding the necessity for 
the proposed code amendments.  She explained to the Council what they have to take in consideration 
to make their decision.  She went over each of the City’s requirements. Planner Byram asked if Council 
would like her to go into each proposed amendment in full detail.  Mayor Cape declined saying that 
Council should be prepared, having received the proposals ahead of time.  Therefore, Planner Byram 
gave a quick summary, going over the changes the Planning Commission recommended be made to the 
code.  She stated that only the codes presented to the Council in their packets were being modified for 
approval at this time.   
 
Mayor Cape, using the script, asked members of the public in attendance if they would like to provide 
any comments to the proposed changes. There were no comments.  Mayor Cape asked if the Council 
had any questions.  There were no questions.  Mayor Cape closed the public hearing at 8:35 pm.  
Councilor Goings moved to approve the changes and direct staff to draft a City Ordinance enacting the 
changes; thereby establishing a first reading of the ordinance during the March 4, 2020 City Council 
Meeting.  Councilor Rich seconded motion and with no further discussion motion passed 6-0.     
 

E. OLCC Liquor License Application:  Councilor Goings made motion to approve Liquor License Application 
for El Toro Loco Inc. located at 615 S. Trade St.  Councilor Lehman seconded and with no further 
discussion motion passed 6-0. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
 

A. City Administrator Report by Mike Thomas:  City Administrator Thomas submitted his report and added 
an update regarding his prior attempt at changing the Public Works’ business hours.  Administrator 
Thomas stopped the request for now, but may re-address later.  He also stated that the City gave “notice 
to proceed” direction to the contractors for their work upon the water reservoir and filter system. There 
were no additional comments for the City Administrator.      
 

B. City Recorder Report by Natasha Johnson:  City Recorder Johnson submitted her report and had 
nothing else to add. There were no additional comments for the City Recorder.  
 

C. Public Works Report by Gary Mathis:  Public Works Superintendent Mathis submitted his report with 
nothing to add.  Councilor Andrade asked if Public Works looked into “easy patch” road repair material.  
Supt. Mathis said they did and the amount that of this “easy patch” they would have to get is more than 
they would use in two years, plus it only has a one-year shelf-life expectancy. With no place to store that 
much material, it is not a viable option.  There were no additional comments for Public Works. 

 
D. Law Enforcement Report by Sheriff’s Office:  Deputy Jones gave Sheriff Office report.  They are 

continuing to go through City Ordinances cleaning up discrepancies and ensuring enforcement.  Deputy 
Jones says that Deputy Summers deals with the majority of the ordinance complaints. Deputy Jones 
reported that they towed a couple of vehicles last week. Councilor Andrade asked him about an 
abandoned trailer on Trade St. Deputy Jones replied that he is currently looking into it. Mayor Cape 
requested that when Deputy Jones next sees the Sheriff to thank him for coming to our City Address.  
Deputy Jones said he will. There were no additional comments for Deputy Jones.   

 
E. Library Report by Marcia Robbins: The Head Librarian, Marcia Robbins, submitted a report as she was 

not present at the meeting. There were no comments for the Library.  
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F. City Engineer Billing Report:  There was nothing to add.  There were no comments for the City 

Engineer. 
 

G. City Attorney Report:  See attached billing and nothing to add. There were no comments for the City 
Attorney. 
 

H. City Planner Report:  See attached billing and nothing to add.  There were no comments for the City 
Planner.  
 

BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR & CITY COUNCILORS: 
 

A. Mayor Report by Mayor Michael Cape:  Mayor Cape gave his report.  He went over three items.  The 
first item was the City Address.  Mayor Cape stated that the City did the address in a new way and that 
he liked the venue and format. Mayor Cape went on to say that he focused upon the water project during 
his address.  The second item was his work on the City Administrator’s evaluation and the Mayor 
thanked everyone who participated in the process.  Third and finally, he reminded Council about the goal 
setting session on February 22nd and he previewed the topics of the day. He asked Council that if any of 
them have something they want to discuss to let him know.  There were no comments for the Mayor.  
 

B. Councilor Jenna Goings Report:  Councilor Goings submitted her report and added that she attended the 
municipal government training class and dinner for new elected officials and really enjoyed it.  There 
were no additional comments for Councilor Goings. 

 
C. Councilor Ryan Lehman Report:  Councilor Lehman submitted his report with nothing to add.  Mayor 

Cape asked about a possible discrepancy regarding the purchase of Public Works vehicles.  Mayor 
Cape wanted to know if the City would be purchasing two vehicles or one. Administrator Thomas 
explained the City declared two trucks as surplus and buying on. Public Works Supt. Gary Mathis 
followed up to say that the City is only buying 1 new vehicle and is reusing components from another 
vehicle to make it usable for the City. There were no further comments for Finance Committee. 

 
D. Councilor Sandy McArthur:  Councilor McArthur submitted her report and gave an update regarding 

Planning Commission Ordinance. Administrator Thomas went over the process of when the new 
ordinance would be ready for approval.  There were no comments for Councilor McArthur. 
 

E. Councilor Napua Rich Report:  Councilor Rich has nothing to report as it was her first Committee 
Meeting and she was getting comfortable with how the meetings run. There were no comments for 
Councilor Rich.  
 

F. Councilor Robert Andrade report:  Councilor Andrade had nothing to report.  There were no additional 
comments for Councilor Andrade.  

 
G. Councilor Nickolas Wilkinson report: Councilor Wilkinson reported that Public Works is fixing potholes.  

City received grant to pave Jellison and hoping to get a grant to put in sidewalks as well.  Public Works 
Supt. Gary Mathis said the paving bids should go out in the next couple of weeks.  There were no 
comments for Councilor Wilkinson. 
 
Councilor Lehman asked about the trees in the park and if the City received the arborist’s report on the 
condition of the park’s trees. City Administrator Thomas said the City received report and at this time 
none need to be removed.  Councilor Andrade then asked the Administrator about a City installed 
decorative tree that is ruining the sidewalk in front of his house. Administrator Thomas stated that the 
Councilor Andrade could technically remove the tree since the property owner is responsible for the 
sidewalk adjoining their property.   
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Finally, Mayor Cape reminded the Council of the upcoming Annual Council of Governments dinner and 
the County Dinner.  If staid that if any Councilor wants to attend either event to let City Recorder 
Johnson know and she will RSVP for them.   

   
 Councilor Lehman moved to adjourn. Councilor Andrade seconded the motion. Motion passed 6-0. 
 
 
Approved by March 4, 2020 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael Cape, Mayor 
 
Attest: 
 
_________________________________ 
Natasha Johnson, City Recorder 


	Staff Present

